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FOREWORD 


М 

The history of Bengal more than that of other parts of the country depends on what 
are found in the course of search above the ground or by way of archaeological invest 

_ mounds. What has been added to our knowledge of Bengal's culture of ће P 


Department, but it must not be forgotten that the late Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, as МЕ 
Calcutta University, was the first to conceive of the iden that the Calcutta University, | 
University of India must undertake to carry out archaeological excavation as an integral part 
programme of all-round advancement of learning in general and its scheme of post-graduate tenc 
‘Ancient Indian History in particular. With this end in view he came into touch with Sit John N 
Чин a Gerd. Анада, in 1922. and фы кай тен ба си rns eee 
Bengal at Paharpur in which the Archaeological Department of the Government of Пофа and the — 
Varendra Research Society collaborated with the Calcutta University represented by Dr. D. R. Bhandar- 
j Kar, who had already carried out succesful excavations in Sindh, Rajputana and Central India. 
Wilh the opening of the great Indus Civilisation the outlook of Indian archaeology was vasly 
changed and it was felt that the field of archaeological work in India had become so vast as to necessitate 
the co-operation of outside bodies im the task of unravelling India's past. The amendment of the 
Ancient Monaments Preservation Act, 1904, was therefore passed by the Legislature in 1933 which 
made it posible for non-departmental bodies, both Indian and foreign, to excavate under a system of 
licenses at any эйе за British nda. The only scientifc or academic body of а permanent character 
that has so lar come forward in India to avail itself of the provision in the 1933 amendment has been 
the University of Calcuta. No society or asocation from Europe came forward for a similar purpose 
and it is unlikely that for several years to come after the war, European scientists will find the necessary 
ipport 10 launch ical investigations in any part of India. A well-equipped American Expe- 
ч 1935-36 under the leadership of the ше Dr. E. J. Mackay 


E the result of ite work at Chashu-Daro have been published im cueme, liis hoped that the 
| 
| 





acohall 





ја similar expedition from abroad after the wir will give the necessary stimulus to Indian 





‘The Саша, University Archaeological Expedition war fortunate in having for its leader Ме 


8 University 
S Govinda Goswami, M.A., who has had the benefit of receiving training under Sir John Marshall 
‘asd Dr. Mackay as an Archaeological apprentice in various excavation sites, such as Taxila and 
e. а halt with the retrenchment 

m in 1931. Ме. Goswami's appointment in the Sanskrit Department of the Calcutta University 


| БОЛЫ оо aus of ang 1o University post-graduate students in the excavation 
(ос the work was Bangach, the ancient Койсона ос Devikot in the Dinajpur 
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the work has been carried cut on a small scale but with energy and method. Тһе results 
during 4 short seasons of work have been briefly described in the following pages. The fact 
ђе site continued to be іп habitation Wil and even during the early Muslim period account for 
comparative paucity of highly artistic finda till the excavation was carried to deeper levels. I is in the 
Tower strats from the second century B.C. 1o ће Sth century A.D, that in this, as in other ancien! sites, 
Indian ar shows itself at its best. The decorative terracota art of Bengal as exemplified by the Paharpur 
plaques chanctering the work of the Pala period has alo been in evidence in the upper мама. 
What is needed is further work in the lowest strata which ought 10 tell us more about the age when this 
ares «йу was founded. Ax Mahasihan, the otber important city site of North Bengal, ihe only 
Mauryan бай in the inscription, which was a chance discovery and the lowest levels will ie untapped. 

Of the сот left at Bangarh on the surface the more prominent images, miniature shrines and. 
dooe-ways were removed to Dinajpur, where they are still to be seen in the palace of the Maharaja. Тһе 
siones were brought down from Rajmahal and were extensively used for image-making and temple» 
building in the late Pala and Sena periods. Apart from this, the builders of these times had few 
resources and little original design. To the second or early Pala eratum belongs the most remarkable 
coneruction recovered in the excavation, oiz., the lotus tank өг kung which ie unlike any found in con- 
Temporary sies in Indin. Its purpose must undoubtedly be religious and ceremonial rather than purely 
ornamental and the disposition of the rooms and the bases of a pillared canopy that once stood above 
in srengthens this supposition. İn the third stratum the style of pottery decoration of various designs 
and the shapes of pottery авсан with the Gupta and Kushan periods have been found Тһе lower 
ыз have been only touched n one or two places but sufficient material has been found to indicate 
tive existence of the city in the Sunga period, both the terracotta figurines and the seals belonging dis- 
зас to this age Minot annguites like beads are also numerous in the lower strata. Mr, Сомий 
has exhaustively dealt with all classes of antiquities found in the excavations and has given special 
attention to pottery. which is now recognised as a fundamental study in held archaeology. In conclu- 
жоо. 1 may only hope that the authorities of the Calcutta University will continue to support schemes 
‘of archaeological rescarch in India in which they have been pioneers and enable Me. Goswami and 
[ша associates to create a school of Indian archaeology, which together with the Asutosh Museum of the 






















University wall arly establish и» lend in the academic and practical sides of archaeology. 


SMA, К. №. Ожент, 
21.1.1943. Director General of Archaeology. 





Sometime after the Шиний auberin sb the Анла 
Archaeology for the benefit ol the students of Indian History and Culture. Later on 
Monuments Preservation Act of 1904, т ende 8 1992 nd bas теді 
espe onere ‘excavation to. non-Government Dole Mr) S. 
на “Vice-Chancellor of the Смеша University, took arranged for 
Government of India for digging at Bangarh (Dist. Dinsjpur, er 
field work and research of the students and teachers of this University as well as for the replenishment of 
the Asutosh Museum with ancient relics. Accordingly arrangements were made for the work which 
js entrusted to the charge of the uadersigned, The excavation was started at the Main Mound of 
h (ancient Kofioana) in 1937-38 and continued till 1940-41. Thereafter tbe operation had 10 be 
suspended on account of various difficulties arising out of World War Il and other internal disturbances. 
‘The following pages contain an account of the works dons at Bangarh during four successive winters 
(1997-38 to 1940-41) for two to three months each time, This report which is being published as the 
Asutosh Museum Memoir No. I was drawn up shortly after the work was finished, but the unusual 
“delay in placing it before the public is mainly due to the difficulties in securing materials for printing 
‘and reproduction owing to the abnormal situation brought about by the war a» well as subsequent dim 
turbance in the country. 
E "The inauguration of this branch of study and research in this University ін one of the manifold 
Dr. S. P. Mookerje during his term of Vige-Chancellorahip for the Advancement of Learning 
V thin part of the country. Ви for his іліміне and ork could not have been 
| carried on. ети Bahadur 


к. 

Е wed to take keen interest in our 
TU had kindly gons through the manuscript of the report and added а foreward to it is no more 10 
see the work published. Another gentleman who rendered most valuable help in the preparation ol 
the scheme and execution of the work was the late Мг. N G Majumdar, 
pae ho fell a martyr to ihe cause of aschacology at 

V Frontier in 1938. His premature death has caused an irreparable loss 14 Indian. archarol 
er Majumdar who gave us facilities to work at Banzarl during the 
ШЕ E a rit even, before we could secure the necessary 





licence which was delayed for official formalities. Cruel death has also taken away Mr. J. Chakravorti, 
the then Registrar ol our University, who was ever ready to extend his helping hand for the execution 
авд progress of the work. 

аи P. N. Banerjee, Vice-Chancellor сі our University who takes very keen interest іп 
development ol this great institution im various directions has shown every sympathy for our work 
dal Carmichael Professor of Ancient Indian History and Culture abo offered 

valuable suggestions in various stages of the operation. Dr. Mortimer Wheeler, Director General of 
Archaeology in India had kindly gone through a portion of the proof of this report. Dr. М. Р, Chakra: 
vani, Joint Director General of Archaeology in India, Messrs. T. N. Ramachandran, A. Ghosh and Dr. 
К. N. Puri, Superintendents of Archaeological Survey of India and Mr. D. Р. Chose, Curator, Asutosh 
Museum, gave various valuable suggestions in connection with this report. Mr. S. Mukherjee of the 
Archaeological Survey of India kindly scrutinised the plans and drawings published in this report. 
The authorities of the Dinajpur District Board were good enough to sink a tube-well on the site for the 
supply of drinking water. 1 take this upportunity to offer our hearty thanks to the abovementioned 
‘gentlemen as abo the Dinajpur public and others who helped us in our endeavour. 

The following members took part in the Excavation 一 





3. T.C Свом! | Ан oon Hity 

4. 5. К. Boe and Culture. 
1938-39 

1. Mr. К.С. Goswami 

+ 5. К. Saraswati 

Amal Raychoudhury—Research Scholar 

«Santi Nandi—Ane. Ind, Hist. & Cult, 

‚ Asoke Kumar Bhattacharya— Sanskrit а Sl 

Devaprasad Guha— Pali 


| ром Graduate Students 





PREFACE 


7- er а sen 
"students who took par in the excavation and spared no pains to bring it o 
rip c depre и и 
h ‘have taken in connection with the 
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EXCAVATIONS AT BANGARH 
(1938-41) 
CHAPTER 1 
THE SITE AND TOPOGRAPHY, ETC. 


The extensive ruins of Bangarh are found on the eastern bank of ће river Punarbhavi about | 
18 miles to the south of Dinajpur in the Rajshahi division of Bengal. Метео тое 
ancient than South and the major portion of East Bengal and the tract comprising North Rajshahi, 

West Вә, East Maldah and пон of Dinajpur is paiclal famous foc historical and archaeological 
interest and Bangath occupies а very prominent and central place i it. The дәш of Dinsjpur ва | 
triangular tract of land with the acute angle towards the north, lying between the districts of 

and Rangpur on the east and Purniah on the west and in the south bordering on parts of Maldah, 
Rajshahi and Bogra districts, The country is generally flat, although towards the south it is to some 
extent undulating, The district is traversed in every direction by a net-work of rivers and water-courses. 
There are not many bils or marshes in Dinajpar except those which are caused by the overflow of the 
rivers during the rains and which are actually connected with the latter at that time but become quite dry 
in winter. The shallow valleys through which pass the numerous rivers of the district are narrow and 
consist of a rich loam resting on clay of light colour and at some points (for instance along the course 
of the Karatoyi) the soil is a reddish сір. The whole district forms part of a rich agricultural 
нас lying between the Ganges and the southern slopes of the Himalayas and as might be expected from 
ity proximity to the Sub-Himalayan ranges the country has a very gradual slope from north to south. 
Of the numerous rivers in the district only the following rivers are ussful for navigation by country 
boats during the rainy зємов-(1) Mahinada, (2) Nigar, (3) Kulik, (4) Tangan, (5) Chbiramat, 
(6) Puraibhava, (7) Dips, (8) Brahmans (9) Ati, (10) Garbheswari, (11) Kankra, (12) Yamuna and 
(13) Karatoya. Of these the Punarbhavs flows nearest to the site of Bangarh, while Tangan and 
Brähmant Йом at some distance. 

Important cities of ancient India were generally situated along big rivers, and Bangarh was по 
exception. The sacredness of the Punarbhava has been highly spoken of in the Purinas and the. 
literature. Bangarh is included in the zone of the high land of Vatendea in which lie other places of 
historical importance such as Paharpur, Mahasthan, Badal, Amgachi, Manchali, Tarpandighi, Agradigun, 
Patharpunja, Khilimpur and Damodarpur, ec. 

So far as our previous knowledge of this part of the country is concerned, North Bengal formed 
part of the Maurya Empire in 3rd century В.С. The Mahasthan inscription written in the Brahmi script 
of Sed century B.C. (ells us that a provincial governor was posted in Pudanagara (гс. Pundranagara, 
mod. Mahasthan in the Bogra district). Тһе find of Sunga terracotas at Mahasthan, Tamluk and some 
places of the Murshidabad district and elsewhere in this province as also the Kushan coins found at 
Mahanad in the Hooghly district throw some light on the period intervening between the 
the Gupta empires, The set of copper plate inscriptions discovered at Damodarpur along with others 
found elsewhere indicate that the Guptas were the overlord of North Bengal (Pundravardhana-bhukni) 
‚Which they used to rule through a provincial governor and district officers опе of whom was stationed 

















JS à 


4 “EXCAVATIONS AT BANGARH Ч 
Bonguih. After the decline of the Imperial Gupta power in Ы century A.D. some! 





ruled by King Saünka, а follower of айт. It is at this period that Bengal was making an attempt 
бе are ар і The origin of the Paharpur school of sculptures may Бе 
traced. to the end of th and beginning of the Tıh century A.D. Thereafter followed а state of anarchy 
or matsyonyaya and then the Palas came to the throne of Bengal in the last part of the ВВ century A.D, 
and built their empire but they got a set back at the band of the Gurjara-Pratiharas in the last quarter of 
the 9th century, Then followed the decline of the Palas, and the rise of Divya, the Kaivarta, the defeat 
of the Какы ad accession of Rimapila to the throne. Then again Pala power began to decline 
and gradually succumbed to the rising power of the Sena dynasty and then to the Muslim, 

So far as the antiquity of the ste of Bangarh is concerned, local tradition has it that it was the 
capital of Bia. the King of Demons, In Hemachandra and Kelava (author of the Kalpadrukosa 
17% century A.D.?), the terms Devikota, Umacana (or Ushicana), Kotivarsha, Bépapura, and Sonitapura 
are synonymous and are supposed to be identical with the ruined site of Bangarh. In the Vaijayanti of 
‘Yedavoprakaia (1115 century A.D.) Devikoya and Kotivara ate synonymous. Bhadrabihu mentions in 
hus Карашка ed. Jacobi, p. 79) a clam of Jains of Eastern India by the term Kodivarísia (Kotivarahiya), 
The city Зомарша is mentioned in the Vishow Ран,” Srimed-bhagavata," and in Narkyaga's 
commentary on verse 32 of canto 1 of dri-Harsha's Naishadha Charita, Kolivarsha finds mention also in 
the Vayu Purana" and the Brhat Samhita (bth century А.О), in the former as а nagara (town). In the 
inscriptions of the Gupta period * Kotivarsha is called both the head quarters (adhísthana) of a district as 
Ж st (oishaya) itnel which formed рап of the Pupdravardhana-bhukti. Under the Pala 
dynasty of | Konivaraha is found to enjoy the status of а vishaye (district) only.” In the Ramacharital 
of Sandhyakara Nandi (11th century A.D.) dogitapura is mentioned as a very prosperous and magnificent 
city. M wae in continuous occupation till the invasion of the Turks in 13th century A.D. The place 
‘was known to the invaders as Devikot or Dev-kot, and. it possesses some Muslim records of 13th to 
166 centuries. Dr. Bloch supposes that thie place was an important frontier ром in the Muslim period, 
He writes “thus Debikot near Gangarampur Police Station was an important frontier post ia the 
Muhammadan period, and the remains found at this place, which is now called the Fort of Ban Raja, 
show that it was in existence already in the time of the Hindu Kings." 

This vast aren of Bangarh is full of а number of mounds of different sizes. The ruins of the 
Citadel ar orem (about 1800 х 1500) surrounded by a ditch on three sides, oiz., north, east and south 
occupy considerable area. The citadel area was full of thick jungle when Sir Alexander Cunni 
visited it more than six decades ago (A.D. 1879-80). Не writes thus in his report “Тһе citadel 
which the people call Deikot а about 2000 ft. square, and ia о filled with dense jungle that it is quite 
‘mpomible to penetrate any distance inside except in the very hottest weather, when the gram and 
underwocd have been burnt and the tigers and leopards have sought shelter eleewhere."* The thick. 
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aede refered to by Cunningham is no more visible although the Rajbari mound and the ramparts do | 
yet contain some thickets and thorny creepers. Tigers and other ferocious wild beasts are now things 
the past. Тһе Rajbari mound is surrounded by a high rampart of bricks. 
the highest mound which is said to represent the site of the royal palace. The main city occupied = 
the cl population was situated to the north and cast of the citadel. The diy was about one mile 
‘square in area. Оп the eastern side of the citadel there will be found a gate and a causeway about 
200 ft. long leading across the ditch into the city. Buchanan Hamilton’ visited the place more than a | 
century ago and made the following cbservation—" The ruins of Bannogar occupy the east bank of the 
Panarbhavs, which here runs from the north-east to south-west for about two miles, beginning a Ме 
above Dumdumab. 1 first examined the citadel, which is a quadrangle of about 1800 ft. by 1500 ft. 
surrounded by a high rampart of bricks, and on the south and east by а ditch. The remainder of the 
ditch has been obliterated or destroyed by the Punarbhava which in the time of Ban Раја, i sid to have — 
passed to the north of the present course of the Brahmani and many large water-courses which are to be 
seen in that direction, render the tradition probable. On the west face of the citadel а a large projecting. 
port, probably the outworks before а gate. Пиће cote inc Inge a li ARO 
Raja's house and on ће ем face ix а gate and a causeway about 200 ft, long. leading across the dich 
into the city which has been square of about a mile in diamster and has been also surrounded by a 
rampart of brick and by a ditch. .. А little away to the south-east there are two pools called 
the Jioat Kunda (or the pool of life) and the Amrita Kunda (or the pool of immortality). ln the Amrita 
Kunga ot “pool of immortality" Buchanan found a projecting stone which after being brought out proved 
to be an image of a bull or Siva's vehicle nandin. He found also at Dinajpur an image of Саре 
which was picked up from Bangarh. He also notices “the great number of stones in these ruins and a 
vast many, that have been removed by the Dinajpur Rajas to construct their works, show that Bannogar 
has been а place much ornamented and its walls show that it was of considerable size and strength. The 
people here allege that all the stones which are to be found in the buildings of this district, have been 
carried from it and that Gaur owed its most valuable materials to the ruins of the Ban Raja's edifices.” 
To the north-west of the ruins of Bangarh on the other side of the river (Punacbhava) there is a small 
‘mound popularly known as Ushigarh {named after Bana's daughter Ushi). This mound is likely 
о be of the same age as Bangarh. It is interesting to note that the Punarbhava has been flowing 
between these two places without changing its course for several centuries. 

‘As regards the previously found antiquities of the place mention may be made of several 
important pillars, architectural stones and images which were taken from Bangarh and are at present 
e ‘The inscribed basalt pillar of the Kamboja King, whose date is yet a 

disputed point, the sand stone pillar crowned by a black basalt image of Garuda, a miniature shrine with 
ere es кіл ‘beautifully carved doot-way and door-ambs of stone and a 

collection of images are some of the very interesting objects from Bangarh now in possession of the 
“Maharaja of Dinajpur- Mr. Dikshit during his visit to the site in the year 1921-22 picked up a fine 
terracotta head (height 9°) of the early Pala period (Bth-Mih century A.D.) from a modern Siva temple o 
Bangarh." Besides these and the inscriptions already mentioned, a stone image of a 
inscription of Gopala IIl also has recently been discovered. 

Y, Baden lali) "A Gopi, Seal and Hames! desi dde Dieta Din uid нэм, 
жй. Мини Сомит Ind, Vol Il, p. I. 

М Arch Sur. Rag, 1921-22, р L4 "Татар in mro бете in the badan Маа, cales 
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CHAPTER И 
EXCAVATION 


The University of Calcutta under the patronage of its then Vice-Chancellor, Dr, $, P. 
Mookerjee, who always takes keen interest in all progressive activities in educational and other spheres, 
undertook the work of excavation at Bangarh in March, 1938, As the summer was almost near at 
hand the work was only initiated this season only to be continued in future if the results of this trial 
digging were promising. The little amount of work in about three weeks’ time after clearing the 
jungles was really encouraging and induced the University authorities to continue the operation for a 
further period. Consequently, the excavation was carried on in the winters of 1938-39, 1939-40 and 
1940-41 also, the work being done for about a couple of months every season. 

Actual digging started on 6th March, 1938, in the Rajbari Mound which measures about 350 N.S, 
and about 300° E.W. on the citadel area. No local coolies, neither Hindu nor Muslim, were available 
at the beginning for the purpose of excavation of the site as they were superstitious and afraid of some 
ill-luck befalling them in case they disturbed the ruined palace of Ban Raja. Consequently, the work 
had to be carried on only with the help of a few trained Paharpur coolies who were requisitioned 
for starting the work. Тһе local coolies—Santhals, Poliyas and Muslims, who used to come in a body 
at first 10 see the fun from а distance gradually began to enrol themselves for the work, Ai last the 
mumber of candidates became so large in succeeding periods that many people had to go back dis- 
appointed for want of employment. la two seasons the local labourers picked up the work and the 
Paharpur people were no longer required in subsequent seasons. 7 

Several ша! trenches were dug in different parts of the Main Mound ос the Cadel, Every- 
where in the trial trenches except Tr. No. 9, ie., South Western. portion of the mound, various types 
ol enamelled (or glazed) pottery, e.g.. fragmentary dishes, bowls, cups and vases and bricks, etc. of 
blue and green colour were found almost on the surface. This enamelled pottery ordinarily met with 
at Bangarh is characteristic of the Muslim period. The south western area of the mound where Tr. 
No. 9 was dug, is cut away by a depression which now provides passage for rain water. Excavation, 
dere has laid bare traces of buildings, rampart walls and two circular bastions thereto attached to the 
western face. These structures are associated with finds of an емес period. lt appears, this area 
had already been deserted before the Muslims overran the place and it was left uninhabited in the 
Muslim period. 

The Main Mound ос the Citadel has the 











That the place was protected by rampart walls well understood by ihe presence of higher 
level on all the four sides which are yet full of thick angles. At some places this rampart wall han, 


in water has cut the ground, made a depression and found its way to the surrounding dich or 
dnin. 

The area is vast and it requires works on a large scale for several years to get a clear and 
comprehensive idea of the site which rarely rara geme НИ 
age of the Mauryas оғ Sungas down to the time of the Muslims. The excavations, however, during 
four consecutive winters are of the nature of trial diggings, and the results obtained are summed up 
in the following pages. 


CHAPTER Ш 
BUILDINGS. 


Jt ia said that a few years ago some portion of the Main Mound was inhabited by the Santhals 

Î who ultimately left the place one by one on account of the epidemic which is ascribed by them to the 

бшу of the tutelary deity of the Mound. The stray and fimsy houses built by picked up bricks and 
brick-bats placed in mud were found on the surface. 

Stratum I. The consideration of these modern poor structures ін out of place here for obvious 
reasons. So far as the ancient monuments are concerned we come across the structures of the Muslim 
period in the fist stratum which are characterised by a good deal of glazed (ог enamelled pottery of various 
types. The buildings of this period are hopelessly damaged for the reason that they occupy the uppermost 
stratum which has been highly disturbed by cultivation'and other agencies, The construction of these 
buildings is very poor and flimsy inasmuch as they were built of older bricks and brick-bats and similar 
‘materials collected from the ruins of the earlier structures ofthe late Hindu period. Excavation in 
‘Trench 5 has laid bare the plan of some buildings and a few walls of the late. period. These structures 
‘ate generally found superimposed on earlier buildings, which when exposed, show better workmanship 

Up to the present moment Tr. 5 only has brought out some structures of the first stratum with 
some plan of construction. Тһе structures in this area have sufered a good deal at the hands of the 
cultivators and briek-hunters. About the middle of this arca we come across two curved walls placed 
against each other like two hyperbolic curves ГРІ. 1, УШЫ]. The space between these curved walls w 
‘apparently a passage which divided the area into two parts, the south eastern part which is here called 

_ Block A and the south-western, Block B. 
iam 





/ 

In Block А а one-room house measuring 15667 М. S.X 136" E. W. is found standing with its 
ensten wall above a wider and more massive wall which runs for a considerable distance roughly from 
north to south. Broken parte of the compound wall of this room are found to the south. The house 
had йз entrance in the western wall as traces of steps and pavement have been found in front of the 
doorway. Some other stray walls are also visible in this area, but they are too fragmentary to bring out 
any plan of buildings. 

Block B also represents very poor and meagre construction. The walls here are found on the 
earlier structures in a distorted condition. A small house measuring 99" E. W. and 9107 N. S. was 
exposed in course of excavation in this area. The house had its door-way in the eastern side. It gives 
only the outline of the foundation of four walls and the doorway. (PI. IX(a)) 

About 50 ft. to the south of the above house in Block В, the foundation of two damaged houses 
have been lid bare. А fourth house is seen in a broken condition in between the curved walls. Тһе 
houses екін only in foundation and are in а very poor condition. 

‘Stratum П. From a study of the lay-out of the buildings in different parts of the site, the 
conclusion js inevitable that the level of a particular st on place generally agrees with that of the 
same stratum at other parta of the site with slight local differences, Generally speaking, the buildings of 
the second stratum are found at a level of 1} ft. to 4} ft. below datum. Trenches 5, 7 and В have 
supplied examples of structures belonging to the second stratum which, from a study of the buildings and 
amocited objests, may be ascribed to the late Hindu or the Pala period. 

In trench 5, some very interesting structures have been brought to light, for instance, the beautiful 
orate Kunda in Block / and а pillared hall in йз counter part Block ЇЇ. 

The building is designed as а hollow cross within a square 51 ft. a side. The hollow cross leaves 
four square rooms of equal sizes (14 ft. square) at the four comers о the main plot. At the centre of 
this cross in front ofthese corner rooms there is а pit (or Kunda) of the shape of a conventional lotus 
(56 in diameter) with sixteen petals (PI. 1, Il, IX(b), ХЫ. The centre of this lotus is at a distance of 11 ft. 
from the face of each of the corner rooms. At the centre of this lotus again at а depth of 8 inches 
there has been exposed an octagonal hollow structure (3° im diameter) which has a brick built floor 10 
inches below the bottom of the lotus. This conventional lotus is built of very finely rubbed bricks of 
diferent sizes according to the necessity. This octagon contains a pottery pipe (3} in Фа.) in the north- 
‘western side of the pit for providing passage of water into a сем-роді outside, through am underground 
drain in one of the corner rooms (S. W.) The Kunda has got four stone pillar bases around it in situ 
placed on a few courses of bricka. This indicates that the Kunda was inside a pillared hall. The 
‘supposition in strengthened by the discovery ofa large number of decorative bricks bearing the figures 
cither in toto ог in part of human beings, birds and animals (ой... deer, elephant, etc, besides flowers and 
foliage (Pl. XXVila), (Ы). Тһе representation of animal and human life in bricks is evidently significant, 
because these bricks bearing or shaped into animal or human motif could not have formed part of any 

Muslim art or architecture, In ancient and mediaeval India decorative bricks with human and animal 
and flower and foliage motifs were generally used in religious buildings like temples and shrines, eic. 
Here әдіп we find a пісе ia the wall to the north and another 1 Ње west of the pit or Kunda, ІРІ. 1, 
Хой, It is quite likely that such niches decorated the eastern and southern walls also which 
were damaged and are found to exist below the level of the niche in ihe two other walls. 
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Moreover the corner room to the south-west of the Kunda has got a solid platform adjoining 
south (probably for providing seat tothe vistors) and » nicely fished and decorated wall in қа 
this solid platform. The passage between the solid platform and ihe decorated wall lends 
to the lotus Kunda through the south-western corner room. АЙ these features ate apt to convince that 





is also well nigh manifest іп the back side of the northern wall of the hollow square ІРІ. X(b), Xb}. The 
зате remark holds good in the case of the structures of the second sratum in Tr. No. В [Pl. ХУЙШ)] 
also. Here we get the foundation of a building (measuring 1867 E.W.. ir 
ings with finely rubbed bricks. А structure with sixteen low pillars in Tr. No, 8 (PL. IV, ХУШЫ)] № 
supposed to be а damp-proof contrivance and may be compared with a similar structure discovered at 
Paharpur in Bengal! This peculiar structure was probably used for storing food-grains. The damp- 
proof structure of Вацић belongs lo the second stratum and is an instance of fine workmanship. 
Another structure with sixteen low pillars (but without the semi-circular opening at one side) belonging 
to the second stratum has been exposed in the sams Trench (PL IV, ХУЦЫ). Other structures of this 
period are residential buildings, compound walls (or partition walls), pavements, and а ring-well. 
Of the residential buildings, mention may be made of some houses exposed in the south-eastern area in 
‘Trench 5 (Pl. Ш) and the house with two rooms and a compound wall to the south in Tr. 7 and 
зоте others in Tr. 8 (PL. IV). 
walls are very frequently found bat one which runs east to west for a pretty long 

distance (length 142 ft.) and separates the northern portion of the site from the southern a 
‘wide, massive and long (Pl. II), This wall is provided at the bottom with a small outlet which is 
in some other walls and houses also. The presence of a good number of pavements with bricks on 
edge and laid fat is interesting. These structures are sometimes found inside the house 
and sometimes outside. Such a pavement (measuring 162° EW. x 122" N.S.) has been found in the 
‘east of a pillared hall in Block В. The structure is gradually sloping towards the cast and the placing 
‘of bricks: in its construction is in a decorative fashion (РІ. 1. И, XIII], This structure looks like a 
татр in йз present condition. At one time it seems to have provided an entrance to house in 
this direction, 

‘Some other pavements are found in several other parts in and near Block ll. А pavement in 
between Block ЇЇ and the above-mentioned pillared hall to the south of Block 1 (i.e, the Block contain- 
ing the Hollow Cross with lotusshaped pit) is found enclosed by walls and might have served as о 
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EXCAVATIONS AT BANGARH 
‚room. Such pavement has been discovered at a wider scale 10 the south and south-west of the 
е”! 

Pavements with brcks-on-edge and laid lat have been discovered also in the area exposed by 
Tr.8. At one place to the north-east of the temple (in Tr. 8) the construction which is în a broken 
condition appears to be like that of a passage РІ. IV.) 

"The pavements with bricks-on-edge and lid бы are generally constructed where the structures 
were exposed to wear and tear. Such pavements are found also by the side of the wells, One is 
found by the side of the well of the second stratum in Block II. Ring-wells were used for the supply of 
drinking water to the people of Bangarh who were associated with the second stratum. (Le. Pila period) 
like their predecessors of the емее strata (discussed elsewhere). One such ring-well (dia. 467) of the 
Pala period with горе marks at the top surrounded by pavements with bricks-on-edge and laid fat 
bearing the sockets for placing the pitchers, has been exposed to the south-east of the Southern Block 
(Hollow Cross), No other well has yet been discovered in thi» stratum. Probably the scarcity is due to 
the fact that the ordinary people used the water of the river Punarbhava flowing nearby. Moreover, some 
other мей», if there were any, may be revealed in course of further excavations." 

Temple. (Te. 8) 

‘The construction of the second stratum 8 really good and at this age Bangarh (ancient 
Kotivarsha) was remarkably famous for religious activities- This fact is corroborated by the find, in 
Tr. В, of the foundation of a building which looks like a temple (186 Х1407 N.S.) with an 
ambulatory path around it (PL. IV, XVI (a), |М) and a terracotta figure of Ganeía (PI. ХХ. 1) which is in 
the style of the Pala period. The religious fervour of Soitapura (mod. Bangarh) is narrated also by the 
poet Sandbyikara Nandi in his Ramacharita. 

‘As regarde other structures, it may be mentioned that ancient Bangarh was enclosed by а ring 
of rampart walls in successive ages 

To the west of the mound by the side of the road of the District Board, excavation has 
revealed successive stages of the construction of the city wall which shows a very strong, wide and 
massive foundation at a lower level. Probably with the passage of time and waning of the prosperity of 
the city, the wall fell into disrepair for the time and work of later repair was carried on with the help of 
rubble and brick-bats. А third stage is betrayed by a better type of construction of the wall on the 
varier foundations, These three stages, one below the other, have been exposed at a single place in the 
ares mentioned above (РІ. VII) 

That the city was in a prosperous condition in the Pala period in also inferred from the find 
of the rampart wall with circular bastion attached to й in the north-western portion of Tr, 8. Тһе 
peculiarity of the architecture of the second stratum or the Pala period is that when any important or 
large house was constructed the general practice was to make ite side-walls stout and massive and 
in the interior, stone pillars with octagonal body and square at the top and bottom placed on decorative 











Pavements d міне sd ші Вы Mas би se bere ben dered а це nee С 
шамы enor rhe je энин и 


$ A number of ving-welle has mecntly tann басен at Rah, Vide ~ латини at Raith 1 
aoia r bs 


tte pupe à гадилын г 
БЭ 





rand | 


ул 





decoration on either of its external sides with male tendant 
cof ornaments and dress for diferent parts of Ше body. 
Tater dale the purpose of a done ill as at present found, alier 
one side! Some such doorjambs which were collected 






That the houses in some cases were provided with verandahs with a series of doorways is 
seen in Block Lin its western portion ГРІ. 1, ХА The peculiarity of this verandah is that it does 
not give any entrance into the main Block | (Tr. 5) direct from the west. Probably thie additional 
‘pace was meant for the outsiders. 

There have come out some specimens of pottery бэш} or ikhara, stone дајы and stone 
cornice with decoration and a stone gargoyle in the shape of a crocodile in coure of digging im the 
wecond stratum. These architectural members ше generally өмөсис! with Hindu buildings, 
‘specially temples. The supposition that some of the structures are connected with religious worship 
is further confirmed by the discovery of these objects. As regards the associated objects of the second 
Miratum, we come across some colossal jars, vases’, lamps, tumblers, cooking pots, dishes, bowl, 

, lide (or jar covers) and also some miniature cbjecta of ропа: terracotta image of Слова, 
PENX Hand various toys (animal and human figurines], marbles. copper objects and won implemer 
` miniature ivory stick and ам», beads of various stones and terracotta. bangles of glans and terracotta, 
ele, an alo terracotta plaques and decorative bricks of varices mots, 












E s Remains of the Jed stratum have so far been exposed al places Tr o and Tr. 8, 
м della betwee Al fr, nd 7] fi below datum. In Trench No. , э плес wol ute diameter 
сез 327) [PL ХИБ) just below the foundation o! te northern sidewall of 

nd a few damaged land walle also have been laid bare. Some of the structures 

mill to Buildings. Of these све house measuring 15107 NS x90 

C d ong massive wall (147 long) might have served the риро 
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residential building, Others were probably used for storage or masonry pit. The walls of these 
‘structures are ordinarily 167 wide, but some are 2 and others even 210” wide. Other structures 
‘belonging to stratum IN will be laid bare if and when further excavation is carried on here. 

Associated objects. A large number of tiles with a pair of holes for fixing by means of а 
cordas well as a few ridges have been brought out in course of digging wherever the structures 
of the 3rd stratum have been found. The accumulation of these tiles and ridges ín the third 
stratum indicates that at least in some buildings of this period such materials were used for 
the roof. 

Tr. 8 А good number of walls some in parts and som: in a better condition has been laid bare 
im the area exposed by Tr.8. A ground plan of three long walls (620° E.W., 576" N.S, and 
600" E.W.) enclosing an extensive area has been made out ІРІ. V) The walls are roughly 
ҮЗ” wide (wilh the exception of the northern wall which ГО” wide). This large block shows 
at places traces of a floor of ims and concrete (urki). The enclosing wall of the temple of the 
2nd stratum in this area (Tr. 8) was built on the ruins of this Block to its northern side. This huge 
block consisted of a good number of houses and rooms. The thin and flimsy walls found inside the 
area can now hardly explain their utility ín Ње bygone ages. A roughly circular brick-built Kuda 
(with diameter varying from 44° to 957) of the shape of а basket has been exposed within this block 
[PL V, ХУ). This pit has a paved surface at the top with bricks-on-edge and laid-flat and its lower 
part is a hollow rectangle (207 Х127) gradually narrowing down мер by step. This pit shows no outlet, 
nor go down to such a depth as to be used for the purpose of a well. Very probably it was 
connected with some religious purpose and was meant for depositing used flowers (nitmalya), etc, 
of some temple near by. The construcion and shape of this pit is like the Kupdas found even 
Today in and by the side of temples in Bengal and elsewhere. The deposit of a huge number of 
poliery vases, tumblers, etc., of various shapes and sizes presumably used up in temple 
Ivo confirms this belief- 

The construcion of ће buildings of the third srtatum is very weak and poor. The walle 
мє thin in asmuchas they do not appear to have strength enough to beer any roof above, The 
upper roof was probably made of tiles ІРІ. ХХШҚЫ?)) with two holes and pottery ridge, The 
presence of a large number of such tiles and ridges as well ав ће poor construction of the walls go to 
confirm this supposition. Some pottery finials have come out in course of excavation in this stratum, 
‘These probably adorned the two extreme corners at the uppermost ridge of the house. The finials and 
a peculiar round-botiom oval-shaped pottery vase are associated with the third stratum, as are alc some 
impressed designs in decorated pottery. Тһе design of conventional lotus alternated by conch-shell 
with flower-on-stand on red and buff coloured potsherds of thin and comparatively thick fabric has been 
found in this trench and elsewhere in the mound in connection with the third stratum, This style is 
‘generally ascribed to the Gupta period. Such designs impressed as well as embossed on pottery have 
been recently found in the Ramnagar excavation (ancient Abichchhatra} also, in association with the Gupta 
level, while the Баа and the rounded bottom jars belong to a slightly earlier level, the considerati 
‘of level and other associated antiquities induce one to ascribe the third stratum at Bangarh to the Gupta 
period, though the potsherds with impressed ос stamped designs come from an earlier level than the 
building period which owing to its decadence can be assigned to ће late Gupta 
objects of the third stratum besides those already mentioned are a good mu 
vases tumblers lids (or jr cover), saucers, bowls, cooking pots, dish 
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«stamped (or impressed) pottery (PI. XXVIlla)] and various miniature objects, terracotta toys 
human and animal figurme, copper and ivory sticks, iron implement, stone beads (Pl. pos 
Stratum IV, 


Tr. 5. At some places the excavation was carried down to the fourth stratum. This layer 
in at such а depth (7) ft 10141 ft) that it requires suficient time and labour to expose ы Байна” 
and antiquili Шу two places were selected for dep digging Tr and Sand Tr. 8 with 
emul that a wall (15:47 N.S.) and а cess-pit measuring 5 875 В” have been unearthed in Ше former 
(Te. 5), (Pl. XVal]. Cess-pits without any outlet like this one, have also been found elsewhere in India, |, 

In Tr. 8 few walla in broken conditions have been laid bare. There also has been discovered | 
an 8'-wide drain 04 6” E.W.) with a semi-circular pit for placing some pottery jar for the deposit of — 
refuge water (PI, XVIIlis)]. Another wall running поп, 1o south in a fragmentary condition (һе | 
existing length being 14 67 and width 147) with the evidence of brick pavement to the east has also 
been exposed in course of digging. In this area evidences of the 4th stratum are 100 scrappy to enable | 
ws to make out any regular plan at this incomplete state of excavation. 

The antiquities in association with this stratum are many and varied. Punch-marked silver | 
and copper coins as well эз cast copper coins have been found strewn over the area belonging to the 
fourth stratum. From the circumstances of thei discovery it may be supposed that they were current 
during the period of the occupation level. The punch-marked and particularly the uninseribed cant 
copper coins were current during the Sunga period (or la 一 ad century B.C.). Of the other objects some 
terracotta plaques [Pl. XXI(b)] with female figure bearing the characteristics of the Ist and 2nd century 
B.C.are alto very prominent, Beads of various materials and shapes and pottery of different kinds cannot 
also escape the notice of the scrutnising eye. From the study of the objects of this stratum it becomes 
‘quite evident that this layer belongs to Ist—Znd century B.C. or the Sunga period. The terracota 
sealings [Pl. XXIV(b)] bearing the early Brahmi script and black polished pottery associated with the 
Maurya and early Sunga periods and early types of beads, etc., corroborate this conclusion. Another 
remarkable object of this level is a very beautiful gold pendant of extremely fine workmanship, Such 
an object of art with minute details really speaks very highly of the age ın which it was designed and 
made. “A lot of round beads of stone with artificial white bands of net design also convinces us of 
the attainment of the art and artists of the [st—2nd century B.C. of Bangarh 
Stratum V- 

“The only structure connected with tbe Sih stratum is а ring well (dis. 2 5°) in Trench No. 5 
ata depth of 20 ft. from ће datum line (Pl. ХУ), The excavation was carried dawn upto the virgin 
‚soll in this area near the ring well but nothing important came out. Probably this ring well marks the 
site of one of the earliest civilised settlements in Bangarh—nay in Bengal, So far as antiquities are 
concerned, pottery objects both mediocre and miniature were found in this layer. Fragments of colossal 
“pottery were also discovered here. Various bends of different kinds of моле and panchmatked and < 
coins of silver and copper respectively, as well as terracotta figurines were dug out from this 
‘The peculiarity of this stratum is that all the specimens of black pottery besides red and grey ones ue 
found in this layer. 


























Шы. ЕЕ 





CHAPTER IV 
ANTIQUITIES 
StaLNGS ano Inscrsen Са AMULET 


The excavation has so far brought out a small number of inscribed objects, of which eight 
аге clay sealings (some baked and some unbaked) and one gold amulet (in two parts) ІРІ. XXIV(BJ2].. 
Some of the clay sealings are very indistinct and give only an idea that some time they were used as 
written documents, C F the тем, the gold amulet and an unbaked clay sealing bear signs one of which 
appears to be common to both of them [РЕ XXIV(b)1]. One will be tempted to send Brahmi letters in 
them ar tbe бон glance but on minute study, it will be found that лог possible to connect the symbols 
with any of the ему Indian letters. They appear to be some mysterious signs, The sealing shows the 
symbols of tee within railing in the upper part, а conch shell inverted at the left and a аван at 
the right of the inscribed signs mentioned above. 

Of the remaining sealings, one (No, 1543) which has come cut of Trench 9 from a depth of 
13.45 ft. from the datum line is noteworthy. It is a lump of sticky earth bearing marks of fingers 
around. In it is stamped the inscription " bhlultarakhitasa “іп early Brahmi (РІ. ХХТУДЫЗ). The name. 
" bhutarakhita "js found also on the Bharhut railing ; and the scripts are also almost identical, It appears 
that this name was a popular one during the Sunga period. 

А clay sealing (No. 1035) containing the design of rice-plants (with five very nicely carved 
stalks) within railing was discovered in Tr. 5 in 1939-40 at a depth of 8.59 ft. from the datum line 

РІХХІМЫЗ. Such design is not generally found elsewhere, being perhaps a local design, typical of 
the ricesproducing land of Bengal. This sealing contains also а legend in Brahmi character in the 
arrangements of a semi-circle towards the bottom of the design. The legend has the symbols of two 
nandipade the beginning and conch-abell at the end. The former is a mark 
ol Saiciam and ihe іше of Vaisheavim. The sealing appears to contain the legend Јизтита. 
bhadvlogu/ptasyo). The sealing contains on the reverse, marks of small fibres and rib of 
something like a plantain leaf on which it was placed and stamped. Тһе letters show characteristics. of 
the late Эк} and erly dih century AD." Im the same trench (No. 5) two more clay sealings 
were found in 1940-41. One (No. 1624) which was picked up from the previous year dump is 
bobbin shaped in appearance and beats Devanagari characters of the Pala period. И appears that the 
same legend ending in (Deva—)) pale has been ‘repeated intervened by rosette designs. The frst 
two 07) letters of the legend have become very indistinct and do not give satisfactory reading. The second 
sealing of this tench shows only the symbols of the tee in railing and traces of a few Brahmi characters 
which are very indistinct. This comes from a depth of 17.26 ft. (B.D.L.). 

‘Another clay sealing came out of Trench 8. This also shows the symbol of tree in railing and 
some indistinct characters. It is plano-conven in shape, 
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_ Írom a depth of 1.50 ft. from the datum line. This clay sealing also contains a thin rai 
‘a stalk bearing a full-bloomed flower at the top, and an inverted conch-shell i 
swastika symbol at the end of the legend of which the letters are arranged in the order of a se 
at the lower part of the sealing. The writing shows the characteristics of the Brahmi script of the lat ¢ 
B.C. to Ist century A.D. (Pl, ХХІМЫН). The reading runs thus — Chhetagahase semana vilalasa, 
"This sealing was found very lore to the terracotta moulded plaque (No, 2071) containing the | 
figure of a female or Mother Goddess of the Singa style (PL XXI]. Their association in ale 
helpful in the matter of dating. 7% 
Uninscribed terracotta sealings bearing some symbol (animal бше) also used to be ри 
Bangarh. Such a sealing bearing the figure of а bull in motion has been discovered at 
12. 33h. (B.D.L.) in Tr. 5. The execution of the figure is full of Ме and vigour, The 
scaling does not appear to bear any sign of ін being fastened with anything for dispatch. 


жеу faint writing are found below the above symbol but the script is extremely wom out and at present 
it in not possible to make ош any thing out of it. The find-spot is Tr. В and level 6.90 it. (8.01.7. 7 

No. 2069 is а small sealing of burnt clay of black colour. This also contains something like 
a palm wee in roiling and a legend on either side of the symbol. The lft and side is completely 
indistinct and the right hand side shows the first two letters as pove. - The tet в illegible. The 
ме» are like those of the 14 century B.C, Тһе find-spot in Tr. 5, level 17.266. BDLL.). 

No. 488 is also а clay sealing. The letters are completely gone and nothing can be made 
out of it м present, 

PERSONAL ORNAMENTS 
Beans 


The bead has been one of the most favourite objects of personal decoration of men and women 

! “om three шалу down 1o He present day. Mabel al aaa shov o әлеу of 
beads which actually were used by the prehistorie people aod which have been recovered in courre of 
digging in those places. The nature of beads also may be studicd onthe person of ће terracota figurines 

| which were decorated with (ће objects. Some types change in course of time but some do not. This 
Täter variety has continued [ог a remarkable length of time and hence does oot ofer opportunity for 
_ proper dating except wiih the help of some other data. For instance, Comelan beads of barrel or 
“lobular abape have been found at Bangarh. These specimens are often mc! with among the finds 
% егіс ва well aa hiatoric ses ia India, Тһе study of beads has not yet been exhaustively 
(country will regard lo their origin, development and technique. etc. m wo far as they rele 
са not бе proper place о deal bere with the question of the growth and developmen! d 
EE recovered a good number of beads of various төктік 
қты ы 
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und shapes. Terracotta has played prominent 

[PL ХХХІШЫЗ-5|. Three varieties, namely (1) globular, er and (3) barrel-shaped, are 
generally found here. The purpose of some of these terracotta objects was undoubtedly the decoration of 
the person of the poorer class of people. Some of these so-called beads were probably used as net-ainkers 
“as supposed by some scholar». Some of these objects again specially the plano-convex variety were 
perhaps used as spindle whorls. They have one side fat and the other end round or topering—a type 
"which conveniently өшін the purpose of a spindle whorl. These objects are mostly of black colour 
‘and heavy weight with narrow hole, These terracotta objects have been found from the surface down 
to the fourth stratum. The so-called spindle whorls also have been picked up from all these strata of 
the different parts of the site. This may be taken as a proof that spinning was a favourite pastime in 
some cases and necessity in others, among the people of successive periods beginning with Maurya- 
Sunga age down to the Pala times at Bangarh 

Metal for personal ornament is a rarity here. A variety of stones was used for the purpose of 

making beads, Of these, Cornelian, plays a very important part. Chalcedony, quartz, marble (No. 1390) 

fate and jade, etc , also were used as the materials for beads. Black stone (No. 1691), and deep green 
stone with red spots blood stone) (No. 1566) and red stone (jasper) (Nos. 1641, 1665) are also found 
among the beads ІРІ. XXXII. 

Glass and some раме are also met with among the materials meant for the beads (Nos, 1367, 
1371, 1532, etc). Copper and shell also are found (though rarely) to be used for the preparation of 
beads here 

Bangarh provides a good number of shapes of beads. Of these globular, barrelled, fat-round 
IMat-<iscular), Nat barrelled, oblong and round diamond.cut forms are frequently seen. The diamond-cut 
variety is particularly met with in association with the fourth stratum or the Sunga period. 

Statistica of beads here at Bangarh shows that the flat-round bead of stone is а common object 
of the Sunga period. Another peculiarity namely artificial white paints encrusted іп net design on the 
surface of stone beads are also frequently seen here in the fourth stratum. The Sunga level is also strewn 
over with globular and round diamond-cut beads of atone. Beads are very common and also are found 
in a large number inthe level from 14 ft. to 20.25 ft. (8.04). 

The study of beads found at Bangarh and elsewhere shows that this ornament has not very 
much changed in shape since the days of the Indus valley civilisation, Of the personal ornaments, beads 
form the largest number at Bangarh. They are of various materials, sizes and shapes. 

Bangarh appears to be poor in gold, and so far as the beads are concerned, по gold bead has. 
yet been discovered in course of excavation, * 

The number of beads goes on increasing as we go deeper. and finer and more interesting beads 
are found there. The number of globular beads is largest in number. ОЁ these again the specimens of 
chalcedony form the majority, some being plain (Nos. 1576, 2145, 2078, 2140, a 2139, 2067, etc.) 
and some with white artificial bands for decoration (Nos, 1659, 1670, 1694, че.). Then comes a good 
number of globular carnelian beads сі different sizes (Nos. 1395, 1459,2123, 1727, VELO 

The art of making the stone beads із found to have degree of efficiency in the 
third. fourth and Sith strata particularly in the fourth and fifth, as the beads are more varied and. 
beautiful in these levels. The materials used for this object at these strata are also diferent. А number 
of stones, viz., carnelian, quartz (тумай) milky quartz, chalcedony, agate, chalcedonic agale, jade, blood 

‘none, jasper, amethyst and marble, etc. are among the materials for beads in these strata, — 























arias. 
The att of applying white paint in designs in beads is a special technique in the fourth and filth 
има (cf. Nos, 1487, 1670, 2063, 2127, 2160, eic). The paint was probably applied first on | 
“the bead which was then heated ; and thus the paint became a fast colour (or pucca), The: 





they meet at the middle point in а curved line (с. Nos. 1695, 1734, 2062, tc). E 
"The following are the details of only a few typical instances of the large number of 
al Bangarh >- 
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n These were made of copper 
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Rings made of copper, glass, paste (Pl. XXXIIMbJ6] and terracotta have been discovered in. 
course of excavation. 


А gold amulet in two fragments ГРІ. ХХЇМЬ2) was found in Tr. 5 in 1938.39. Тһе 
fragments bear some signs one of which shows resemblance with a sign inscribed in a clay sealing 
ІРІ. ХХМЫН discovered in the same trench and in the sume season. They came almost from the 
same level. But the signs cannot be connected with any of early Indian characters. 


Copper AMULET 


А copper amulet or talisman (No, 2109) was brought to light from a level of 16°76 f. 
(BDL, in Tr. 5. The amulet measures 1” in length and 0:4 in diameter. 


PENDANT 


Тіс gold pendant (No. 1558) (dia, 07 ht. 0:3) which came from Tr. 5 in 194041 
from a depth of 11°90 ft. (B.D.L.) is really а very fine piece of work. The level and workmanship 
both agree 10 attribute it to the Sunga period. This ornament shows a design of a chain bordered by 
beads, The study of the desigas on the pendant requires the use of a microscope for the proper 
understanding of the workmanship. It is a remarkable piece of evidence showing to what height 
the art of the goldsmith waa carried at Bangarh even in 2nd or lst century В. С. 


Сошхиим Stick 





А good number ol small copper sticks of various lengths and rounded on both the ends 
has come out Irom diferent levels [PL XXVia)]. Н appears that this object was a favourite houshold 
article of the Bangarh people. Probably these objects were used for cosmetic purposes. This thing 
made, of course, of bell metal, bronze and brass, etc. is used by the Indian ladies for applying cosmetics 
‘or collyrium to their eyes even to-day," Details of some of the Bangarh cosmetic sticks are given below ; 
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a level of 17°16 ft, (B.D.L.). Some ornament probably Бај 
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IRON IMPLEMENTS AND Weapons 


The limited scope of the excavations at Bangath even proves thar this 
implements and weapons of war as well. Nail, chisel, avd, knife, dagger, ei 
have come from different trenches and various levels. A few of them are detailed below: | 
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‹ with resting below his poctell but not touching each other. He 
head and bangles in the апта. The upper righ! hand appears to hold something 
ij aod the lower right a ftus: the upper left arm 8 broken and the lower left rests 
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The following two are interesting surface finds. Both belong to the Pala period. 

Plaque No. 3 (6/57) is а fragment of the torso of а figure which from its attitude appears o 
ће the portion of some Buddha figure with his right hand near the chest (PI. XX(3)]. Тһе modelling 
of this igure reminds one of the Paharpur terracotta plaques. 

“The other plaque (No. 1029) (517357) shows a fishing scene. А man of robust physique is 
standing in knee-deep water with the upper part of his body beat forward catching a fish from water 
by both the hands. А basket is acen hanging on his back for the purpose of keeping the fish there 
"The indication of water by means of wavy lines is beautiful. Тһе modelling and expression of the 
scene is quite vigorous ІРІ. XXINB)2]. 

No. 1106, This plaque belongs to a separate class unlike the ones already described. | 
contains a slim male figure with dbot for his lower garment the folds of which are very well executed. 
The figure holds a long staf by his left hand. The find-spot is Tr. 5,- 12.80 ft. below the datum 
line, The plaque is fragmentary and measures 417 x2)” 


T. С. Mouos 


No, 2106, A fragment ol a termcota mould (41x 329 was discovered in Tr. 5 at a depth 
of 16.76 ft. from the datum, The specimen, although broken, is highly interesting (PL. ХХА, b)]. 
It contains a female figure standing on a decorated cushion or seat. The lady carries a garland of flower 
in her right hand and a crane (Sarasa) а found pecking at her girdle with ita long bill on the left aide. 
A few loose Rowers appear to һе bstwsen her feet, She wears a peculiar tunic the border of which 
locks like a ring around her legs just above the ankles. She also puts on bracelets, rows of girdles and 
anklem. The position of her feet and modelling of the lower part of the body is quite comparable. 
with the female figure from Basarh reproduced in Pl. V, fg. 16 (Coomaraswamy, His. Ind. Indo. Art, 
and Pl. 25 (Coomaraswamy, Ipek). A lady carrying а garland of flowers and associated with a 
crane does not seem to be connected with any religious worship. She may be в representation 
of some amorous figure or Rati. The mould seems to be a local production, the artist being truly 
alive to the condition of marshy land of Bengal, portrays a native bird (crane) in the plaque. Consider- 
ing the style as well as the бодаро, the plaque [rather the mould) may be placed in the 2nd century B.C. 
This figure may be compared with the female Бане of the late period {with a bird (? Peacock) to her 
left, found in a stone door-jamb from Rajmahal now exhibited im the Patna Museum (Arch. 
No. 10396). 

А terracotta mould (No. 1475) (297 x 32^) ІРІ. XX 052) has come ош of Tr, 9 from a 
depih of 12.85 ft.(B.D.L.}. The mould was meant for preparing. coste of а female figure probably for 








1 Cdl apt чаб ro ме кесегін bie ы т Ale Он = Салан ate УЛ, ар, (a) nd (М whieh өне шш өх 
Wa олча ps aha Toga. Мадам. 

ТУ им the Манић hune Ne. 1 à M. Ры» XXIV. AS Re SUI, whch өн мөний he Зек or i 
М.А С. Менні, ж dere Ratan T.C. (сім Ke (NT. D ед кенмен by Vor Re stds 4 Ve Sonn prid wail in hr 
Math. Mueren, 


Ч. Лук тн hm hm indiy gui by Di. } М Bonnie 


csse. 





a a тащ 





graceful. ae М 

А terracota moulded plaque [PI.XIXla)] in two fragments Nos. 1597 & 1598 | x2} both 
together) was found at a depth of 16 ft. from the datum line in Trench No. 5. It contains in relief 
female figure with a bird (parrot) in her right hand as well as (probably a dock, Һай) on the ight side 
and a deer on the left of her legs. A scene of а lady with a parrot (ће vehicle of tbe god of love) in û 
Mathura railing pillar is now found in the Lucknow Museum (Agarwala—Mathura railing pillars Rs Lı | 
Vol. Il, No. 3. fig. 81. The pose and decoration etc., of the Bangarh figure show a distinc Sunga style. 
Her medallion and the car-studs are of the shape of the rosette. (The medallion and йя postion in the 
necklace is quite comparable with that found in the Rajasan and Mathura Égures of tbe Sunga period (fe. 
58 & 59, PI. XVII, Coomaraswamy. Hir. lad. ёс Indo. Ал). А similar medallion is found below the 
breast of Goddess Chulakoka in the Bharhot railing (Msiumdar 一 Cuide io the Sculptures in the Indian 
Museum, Part I, Plate Vl. C). Such a figure in stone with a bird (parrot) on her hand belonging to a late 
period is found in the collection (No. 233) of the Asutosh Museum, Calcutta University. In Sanskrit 
literature parrot generally symbolises love and hassa (or duck) whiteness cr purity. Does deer convey the 
idea of affection here 2 ls this gure indicative of love. fection and purty ^ 

Тһе figure is extremely graceful and highly in agreement with the conception of Indian beauty. 
Her body is slim, waist narrow and composition delightful. In Kalidasa we find ten (slim), madhye 
hahamá (narrow waisted), nimnanabhi (of deep navel) etc., | Mezhaduta M (Uttaramegha] 21 | ме ured in 
connection with the description of the ladies of ideal beauty 

"The head dress of the figure under discusion is very chiboraie and consists of two rows of 
Tolles. Some thing like a beautifully arranged braid wih upturned end renting on her left shoulder 
adda to the loveliness of the Sgure. Нег girdle (mek hala) of jewels shows two kinds of mois ot: chain 
“and Bead. She мема а пора of Bracelets in each arm. Не ichi hand i placed onthe girdle or on the 
hip okimbo). This peculiar motif ia found in some other кетэсойа moulded plaques of Bangarh bearing 
female figures (mentioned elsewhere) discovered from а higher level, as well as in the meot from 
Maikara (Coomaraswamy. Ind. Indo. Arts Бе. 57). This characteristic i» met wit in contemporary 
art as well as in some terracota and е representations of the Kushan репой Т 
‘others discovered here beats a hole at the top for suspending by meen d en tl 

The plaque No. 1399 (Fragment, 053 502) rorat 
"centre attended by a female figure fwith folded hands 7) on ether sedes an iere 
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plaque like many 

















| emi mer, The level of the find 1027 1. (BD.L.). The central figure wears а” 
(or Karanda mukata) on her head and prominent ear rings (Sankhapatra kundala) in her 
ie a de Her hands are resting on the hips (kafihaste) each making almost a 
right angle with the elbow. The attendant figures also appear to wear head-dress and ear ornaments. The 
head of the central figure seems to be within a circle (áraicalra) which has got traces of decoration near 
the border. The central figure with two attendants decidedly proves that she is a goddess (of Fortune?) 
This statement is reinforced by the fact that the circular mark around her head is decidedly 
a halo, This plaque just like similar others discovered at Bangarh was meant for suspending, as there ін 
а hole at the top for this purpose. The lower part of the plaque is missing and there is по means of 
knowing whether she had any lotus under her feet like similar terracotta figure standing on a lotus 
under an umbrella with two attendants on two other lotuses found at Lauriya Nandangarh. (Arch, Sur. 
Rep. 1936-37, p.50. PLXXIV, fgs. 11, 16). This figure in association with the halo (or nimbus) 
which is generally believed to have Яв origin in the Kushan period may be attributed to the 2nd century 
A.D. This supposition is strengthened by the find ot the same place at Bangath of a fragmentary 
terracotta plaque (No. 1415) bearing only two feet of a figure. The feet are placed and decorated 
exactly in the same manner as those of the Kanishka statue at Mathura (Coomaraswamy, His. Ind. Indo, 
Ам, Pl. XVIII, fig. 65. 

Plaque No. 1400 (fragment, 3,10" x 3.257) represents a human (male?) figure mounted on a horse 
in motion. [PLXXIIEH] The horse has got ће necessary bridle and decorated saddle but does not seem 
to be provided with stirrup The rider has got ear-ring (or Kundalo) and head-dress, Similar rider on 
horseback а represented in the scenes in Bharhut railings also. (cj. Majomder s Guide to the Sculptures. 
in the Indian Museum, Ран I, Pl. IV а and b). This terra cotta plaque is also provided with a hole at the 
top for suspension by means of a cord. Almost all the plaques of early period show such holes. The. 
findspot of this antiquity is Tr. 9 at а depth of 10.27 from the datum line, and it may be ascribed just 
like antiquity No. 1399 (above) ю the early Kushan period. The upper portion of another terracotta plaque. 
(No, 1413) three fragments only) has also come cut from the same spot and the same level. The 
available. pieces pve only the head of a female Ggure and portions of the two hands holding a lotus 
stalk in each of them, The plaque being very badly damaged, mention of further details is not possible, 
But it goes without saying that this figure also belongs to the same period and same school of art as the 
aforesaid instances (Nos. 1399 & 1400). Although it is not possible 10 ament with highest amount of. 
certitude in the present damaged condition of this plaque, may it be suggested that the figure may be 
a representation of a goddess (Lakshmi)? 

А number of terracotta plaques Nos. 1529 (РІ. ХХЫ! ), 2071, 2007. 2041, 1504 [PXXI(b)6] 
1515, 1261, (1262, 1264, 1288), etc., which come up from а comparatively low level in various part of 
the mound with a litle variation in detaile among themselves, from а class by themselves, They were 
prepared probably by similar if not the same moulds. The main figure was very likely cast out of the same 
mould and was finished later on by necessary addition and alteration by means of the craftsman’ hands, 
From » study of the plaques it is clear that this particular безге and style was very popular at ancient 
Bangarh. The figure has her right hand upraised near her right eat while the Jet one ia seen resting 
on the girdle. The igure has got her hair divided and arranged into. Iwo braids over the head, In 

between the two braida something like a crest ot headdrow is visible. She wears а number of bracelets 
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«in both the arms, a thick bracelet and rows (generally four in number) of beaded girdles together with 
dhoti for the lower part of the body and scart for the upper. The scart is hanging loosely down the | 
sight shoulder from over the head just like a veil, though the face is uncovered, The folds 
apparel ae very conspicuous. Her leli band is cogaged in holding the fold ofthe gam 
Wille. The eat ornaments аге studs of the shape of rosette. Another interesting feature ігі 
shaped decoration is seen on either side of the head of the figure. isthe a kial al шады 1 
this any connection with the development of halo or nimbus around the head of the divine bei 
This clas of erracottas was very likely meant for votive offering. They may be ће | 
the mother goddess. A member of this class (No. 2071) has been found in association with 
sealing of about the 2nd or Int century B.C. (No. 2070). The navel of the figure is 
Vike hat found in the figures м Бык ped such obe places the Sunga pred, Ты kann 
be wearing a tunic leaving the prominent navel uncovered. 4 

No. 1414. A rene A dos азасын 
portion of the female fure, belongs to the same style of workmanship, the modeling ofthe 






















figure No. 34, mentioned by Coomaraswamy in [рес (1928) Tafel 5 пева of the Bangash, 
figure is Ir. 9 at a level 10.47 ft. below the datum tine. This agote may be attributed o the period 
of transition from the Sunga to the Kushan age. The hair is parted and arranged into two beautiful 
braids with a prominent crest at the top, То the left side of the fgure are seen some weapons (2) 
(ayudhas) (аша and vajra ete ?). Such features are found in some of the Rojghar (Benares) terracottas 
recently discovered near the Kashi Rly. ‘Station in course of excavation, 
No. 1510. The fragment (537°%359") of а terracotta plaque discovered from Tr. 9 
‘ata level of 12.95 fı. (B DL.) bears the lower portion of a female figure with her right hand upraised 
‘and left akimbo (katihasta) like other figures in majority of the plaques. But there are some technical 
differences in details between them and the present сос. The later unlike others stands on o full 
| bloomed lotus in the recess made by a pilaster on stepped basement on either side of the figure. She 
wears а number of bracelets in esch arm and а heavy aaklet in euch leg, and thier strands of 
ийг of а long barrelled bead alternated by two short beads The costume which has « hanging fap 
in front, leaves the prominent navel uncovered jus like tha. in том of the terracotta and Ініне figures 
of le Sunga period. Tbe style and execution ofthis picce of art place it to the 2nd century ВС. The 
figure i$ no doubt the representation of a goddess probably Lakshau. РІ. NINN | 
A number of plaques containing animal figures namely elephant, bull, monkeys (group), erc, 
come from different trenches and various levels, 
Ко, 1089 shows а running bull (507 303") of roba body with алемі Wil. The fn 
bei Те 5: 8.12 ít. below the datum line. (Р! XXII) 
Мо, 1039 (2777Х297). from the same trench and 941 Н. below the datum contains a 
bull іп motion but aot ía a running attitude. ІРІ. XXII] The modelling of both the 
ê vigorous and lively, The third bull is found in the plaque (No. 1684) (PI ХХА, 
жаз om Tr. B; 7.68 6 BDL The feet of this bull also are executed in such a way as 
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Ти plaque la circula а «ере, while the shove two are крон. Another plague * 
in 38 fh. BDL. hs execution is rather crude. 


from Tr. 5: 937 8. BDL. Tbe пише of the execution of this figure is almost 
Tike that of No. 1684. But a better specimen (No, 1082) has come up from the same trench but from 
а lower level (11.23 f. B.D.L.). This elephant holds something like a tree (plantain?) by it 
trunk and carries something on its back. The plaque is almost а square one (27-217) and the 


execution із good ІРІ. XXIIla)5]. 

Besides the above specimens, an interesting plaque (No. 1038) containing the figure of a dwarf 
was discovered in Tr. 5, from level 9.41 ft. (BDL). ГР. ХХШЫН) The figures discussed above 
belong to the same school of plastic art and considering the boldness of execution they may roughly be 

scribed to the transitional period between the Sunga and the Kushan. 

io. 2098. This square terracotta plaque containing а big monkey accompanied by its young 
‘ones is very interesting. А young one is seen riding са the back of its mother and another between 
her forelegs. Such a scene is common all over even to-day. The execution and style as well as the 
level of the бай spot (Tr. 5; 15706 ft. below the datum line) go in favour of ascribing the plaque to the 
Sunga period. This plaque reminds one of the art depicted in the scene of the Mahikapi Јака 
illustrated on the Bhashut railing” The Bangarh plaque was probably used fur decorative purposes 
er as а toy for children. (РІ. XXIMa)3). 





TERRACOTTA MEDALLION 


Besides terracotta plaques referred to above, а number of terracotta circular medallions 
were unearthed in course of digging from various levels. Of these, two specimens deserve special 
mention, One (No. 766) (dia 2.93') is а peacock with ity tail and feathers turned upward and bent 
down towards the let. The peacock is in a couchant attitude, bas tuft on the head and holds a snake 
inita beak А rosette (which is generally used by the artists of the Sunga period to decorate an empty 

iota plaque, cic.) is seen between the tail and back of the bird. Stylitically the medallion 
is a production of the Sunga period. (PI. XXXIllajó]. Тһе other medalhon РІ. XXXIIl(s)13] contains 
the design of а cart өз it. The design is beautiful and well executed, but the artîst appears to. lack in the 
sense of perspective Both the wheels ate shown lat by the side of the cart. A cart design is found 
‘alo on the Bharhur railing, but there the executipo is rather different from this, (Cf. design Мо, 95, 
Bharhut Gallery, Indian Museum, Calcutta). 

Terracotta female figures :一 Thae has come out a class of terracotta female figurines in 
sound from different trenches and diferent levels, The head is missing in mest of the cases; and the 
figurines are very crude and of primitive nature. (Dr. Kramrisch calls them “ageless type бе. this 
class of antiquities “persists essentially changeless ^) This class of ebjects has in fact been found at 
Bangarh in course of excavation in different levels -higher as well ax lower. But no perceptible change 
in the figures is seen at various stages of finds. In this class again two subdivisions. may be made, 
Some figures are seen squatting wh a ring like girdle around the waist formed of holes made by the 
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“tip of the finger ІРІ. XXlía) 2,7). The navel is indicated by another conspi 
from Tr. 5, level 528 8.04). The body appears Eke rin а тес with iei er 
and necklace of chevron design. Such figures have got hands gradually tapering to а point wh 
fingers are shown by means of scratches only. Bangles are seen in the ашы. The other variety й 
found in a standing posture. This variety wears girdles of the chevron Чек u 
‘strand [Pl. ХХЦа)3) and sometimes two [Pl. XXllaJ5]'. In this variety also the navel is 
А fragment of the figure shows a row of circular designs stumped below the girdle, ge 
purpose of decoration [Pl. ХХИ. The levels of the Байар» ofthis clase of gares are from 4.90 f 
B.DL. to a itle over 13 ft, B.D.L. These figures probably served the purpose of mother додани 
were used as dolls for the play of the children. 

Terracotta human figurines both male and female have been discovered at various stages 
‘excavation, То this class mainly belong some heads in round most of which were first pressed into t 
mould and then finished by hand. а 

No. 1792 which comes from 8.36 ft. (BD.L) in Те, & ix а female figure head v 
long nose and incised eyes having indication of pupils. The headdress in a peculiar one with 
incised lines, Тһе mouth is very small. [P]. XXI(02). 

No. 1984 ia the hend of a female (ht.2"I") it bas got a decoration on the forehead, ear 
“and incised eyes with indication for pupila are also prominent. This specimen was discovered 
11.56 ft. B DL. in Tr. 5. and may be attributed to the Sunga period. (Pl. XXlaj]. 1 

Terracotta head No. 1585 (ht. 28) is very interesting specimen So бы as thelacalespremon | 
and modelling is concerned, it may be compared with the igurines No, 14 and No. 16, from Pataliputra. 
illustrated in Tafel 2 in Ipek for 1928 by Coomaraswamy. lts style and execution i ike that of the 
Pataliputra figurines except in head-dress. The Bangarh head is thin and shows depression on the 
‘back so that it was pressed against the mould. This head war picked up from 1540) (B.D.L) in 
Tr. 5 and may be ascribed to the Maurya or early Sunga period. Р. ХХКаН j 

No. 1701. This head was found 20.36 ft. below the dam line in Tr. 5. The head is very 
badly damaged. The fragment is Ц” in height. It is likely that the head is that of a female figurine. 
This specimen belongs to а very carly period—eerly Sunga or Maurya penod 

77 Мо, 1741. This is the fragment of a terracotta human figure in round consisting of mm right 

foot (l, 3}")on a round (?) pedestal. The softness of exscation with faithful indication of nails of the toes 

` is remarkable in this specimen, The figure might have had some connection with religious worship. 

The fragment is black inside with dall red colos on the wurlace | comes from 

“the level—7.43 (B.D.L.) Tr. 8, and belongs to thy Сары period ( vatum) The technique 
agrees with that of other terracotta figures of this period found elsewhere in India 

2 Antiquity No. 1079—a terracotta head (ht. 2:47 of a female wäh the horo-like arrangement ol 

- hair and marks of decoration on the forehead is very interesting. The байт wears» round ear-stud. 

На mouth is very small and eyes are marked by incision (Tr. 5 level=12 15). The бше belone» 


to the Sunga period. 
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R "Тһе children of ancient Bangath were not deprived of the enjoyment of playing with vanous 


Jinde of toys, Terracot birds, animal, rale, (РІ. XXXIII] marbles, (PI. ХИА 4! carts, 
ОМ ar i ent 









were provided for their innocent entertainment. Although some of these things - 
“ae essentially meant for the children, still е art betrays the skill and workmanship of the сайшаал 
of that time, 


Tor Curs. 


А good number of terracotta animal heads ІРІ. XXIll(aJ28] with upper portion of the 
body only as well as а few specimens of birds ІРІ. XXIINa)}] with piercing hole from right 
to left have been found in course of excavation at different levels. Some wheels (РІ. ХХА), 14] 
also have come out from various depths. These things go to chow that the children of Bangarh as 
elsewhere, were fond of this object of game. The carts apparently show that they used to be provided 
with two wheels only and the head ос neck of the animals or birds has got a hole t allow a cord to 
pues through for palling the vehicle Besides birds, the variety of animals used for this purpose 
at Bangath comprises of, сат, bull, bufalo, horse and the bike. (PL. NAHM]. The specimens 
of birds are rather scarce and those found cannot be properly identified 

The use of toy caris, chariots, birds and animals was also а common thi 
antiquity in Egypt, Mesopotamia, Harappa, Mahenjo-daro, Chanhudaro and other prehistoric sites in 
Sind and the Panjab. 

As regards the bird chariot, No. 1138 from Tr. 5; 7.64 ft. (B D.L) and Мо, 1863 from 
Tr. 8: 9.16 ft. (B.D.L.) are the good specimens. These birds have got tufts on their head. 

The horse chariots and ram chariots are also found in abundance. Of the former variety, 
No. 1968 from 12.1 ft. (B.D.L.) in Tr. 8 with Iozenge-ahaped eyes and incised decoration and No. 1112 
from 13.71 ft. (B.D.L ) in Tr, 5 with stamped wheel design and scratchings on the mouth and tuft on 
the hend (РІ, XXIlifa)5] are the good examples. These particular designs stamped on the 
figurines’ are generally the indications of a very early period, Le, the Sunga period or thereabout, 
The lel al the findspot also ік in close agreement with the assertion. Antiquity No. 1847 which 
comes from 837 fr. (B.D.L.)in Tr. 8 with stamped diamond-shaped eyes and long face is also 

fobably a specimen of the hasse chariot ІРІ. ХХІШАФ). This appears to belong 1o a later period, 
пу No. 1097 from 11.42 ft. Tr, 5(8.01.), with stamped wheel designs on face and hend and 
imgs on home [РЕ ХХІ), and No. 1263 from 13.7 В. (B.D.L.) Tr. 5 with stamped 
eyes and wheel designs over the head and scratchings on the horns ГРІ. XXIN(a)3] are good examples of 
төп chariots, Thess antiquities come from lower levels and distinctly bsar the stamps of the Sunga age, 
No. 1202 (badly damaged) picked up from 6.66 ft, (8.01. ) Tr. В, is also probably an example of ram 
chariot [PL ХХШИа)8). lw workmanship and level both amign it to а later date, Ан 

No. 1501, which comes up from 12.85 fi. (B.D.L.) Tr. 9, is а crude animal figure (РІ. XXIll(a)4] .- 
Hi шау: elt 3 hose or dese, This also belongs to the Sunga period. The figure has got 
diamond shaped stamped eyes This design as well as the wheel design are stamped on other parts of 
the body of ihis figure. The stamped pateras have their exact analogies in figures from the балда. 
levels of Basarh and Bhita, Such examples are found in Lauriya Nandangarh (Arch. Sur. Ind, Rep. 
1935.36) and. Ahichchhatra also with the designs of wheel and leaf, etc. 
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: Nos, 1366 and 1376 which come from 4,83 ft. and 5.35 fi. ВО) respectively in 
good specimens of animal chariots but these animal cannot properly be identifed as they 
crude. They belong to a later date. f: 





the torsos of horse. These and some others of this variety were used by the children 
play things. The diei imer ba. экы 1 a due ш de ee ИГ Miis 
No. 1612 from 879 lt. (DL) im Tr. 9, appear to be the бше of m рын wd 
belongs to à comparatively late period. 
Terracotta birds were also used as ordinary toys. No, 1754 ‚вр! 
Tr. 9 в a specimen of that kind. fiom ST BDL] in 
“Теввлсоттл, Misses va 
A large number (more than 160) of terracotta objects mainly of the shape of the torpedo. 
has been discovered from various levels in Tr. 9. ІРІ. XXINb)I-6). In this trench at some particular — 
spots these objects are the major finds. Sometimes they came in los The lewh vay _ 
from 1'82 h. BDL) ю 2199 н. (BDL). These objects may be grouped imo tee | 
classes, Some are (1) barrel-shaped with pointed ends, (2) some globular and (3) others ме 
heart-shaped, (г. these 
end tapering to a point). These pecu- 
and extremely hard were in all probabiliy used as 
been mainly found near » rampart wall and were 
the protection of the city. The grooves on these 
for placing the fingers in tact while gripping. These torpedo- 
on 47 in length and 2F in diameter. Mtis to be noted ћи two 
1662 and No. 2088) have come out from 1860 8. 801.) and 1796 fi. 
i t- 5. These are stray finds in a very low level in Tr.3. This kind of 
discovered from any other «іс 
Manes 
marbles coming from various levels prove that the children of different ages of 
ancient Kotivaraha were also fond of terracotta marbles as plaything like modern children of 
various countries. ‘we get marbles both plain and decorated with incised designs. (СІ. 1408, 
1411, 1476, 77, 1478) (PI. ХХХ), 4: (87 
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Finials are sometimes used оп the юр of the houses in Bengal even to-day. Тһе early 
inhabitants of did mot lack im this taste also. They кес! terracotta finials, Тһе finials 
commonly found in Bengarh are hollow inside and ше divided into several party by enurding 
“grooves, The topmost paris tapering to а point. Antiquity No. 1628 Р! ХХІХ 01 
the fevel—17°96 ft. (Tr. 5) and No. 1451 from—90 6 (Tr. 9 кө idy of ih 
of а different’ periods of 





the finials, it appears that this object war tenore! for 
ЕСІ 


5% 4 Болат 
One of the most essential objects of the ancient socio«cononc life in India was the terracotta 
‘spindle hol. Bana was no excepto (ой. This hing war discovered from diferent level 
ші ol excavation, Some of them were round and some plano-convex. ІСІ. No, 1497, which is 
sound, and No. 1430. plonc-coavex). 
Tomor Wheats 

The social environment requires various enjoyments and entertainments in different stages 
of life both for Ше males and females-lor the children and the aged. Ancient Bangarh or Koti- 
raha did mot laek in this respect alo. The children were provided with animal-carts and 
birdchario made of day. Wheels of diferent designs have been discovered from various 
level. 





In Tr. 5, terracotta wheels (whole and рап) have come out from Jrd and 4th strata 
(Nos. 1600, 1602, 1629). The earlier specimens generally show а central hole with pretuberance on 
either side and radiating lines therefrom containing dots at intervale. The other types ate pro- 
vided with a central hole only on plain surface. [Pl XXXII (a) 10, 11, 14]. 

Fuss umts 

Evidence of the use of terracotta Aeah-rubber is also found here from the Jrd stratum 
(Tr. 8). These objects (Nos. 1619, 1795) with uneven surface were used for cleaning the body. 
Similar fesh-rubbers have been found in some other historic and pre-historic sites in India. 

Этогттяз 
Тепасоп» toppers have been brought out from various levels in almost all the trenches 
deg here. Two types of stoppers have been found at Bangrah, eir, (1) with round top and 
and tapering bottom and (2) Вылор amd tapering but not always pointed bottom. Some speci- 
mens are dark burnt and some reddish. 
Strainer, (Мо, 2040). 

A terracotta object roughly of the shape of a leg, the wider side containing five holes and 
the narrower only one, has been discovered in Tr. 5 at a depth of 16.2 ft from the datum line. This 
peculiar thing was probably fitted in with а pottery vase like a spout to be used an strainer. This kind 
of object iv rarely seen elsewhere. 

Ротпау 


At Bangarh hve definite strata have so far been available, with varieties of antiquities associated 
wth each of them. Of these, the pottery which а sure index to various. sia, deserves a scrutinising 
study- Being fragile in texture and eony to manufacture, poltrics хамж 
material on a site. When broken they are thrown away and used in large quantities to гае the level: 
They are never liable to be carried away to а considerable distance. They are у the surest 
guides about the period of any given layer of occupation and the distinctive | 
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Hi. 11200, (PL. XXIX. 38) pan with ring-handle (measurement after I N $ » 
А 5 y ы), 
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fing т. 5) the top of which is 20 ft. the datum. The antiquite cada 
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belonging io the fh stratum. From the study of the lay out. foundation and level of the dou 

Moors of the houses as also the level of the drains and top of the well. ee, with objects 

them, the всайбсабол at Bangath may roughly and tentatively be made in the following 
Ist stratum from surface ro 1} ft. BDL, 
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"The above estimate тау be found workable on an average but there might be cases 
the transition period which may show signs of being attributed to ciber side ofthe line of 
So far as pottery is concerned aa attempt has here been made to start with the сайныг materials of ti 
Vind from the Sth stratum and make а study of the gradual development and changes in upper strata ol 
the later periods. 
Stratum V 
Бо far as the filth stratum is concerned it shows two fragments of very highly polished black 
pottery (No. 1902—Tr, 9—18:25 fi. ВРА.) уурга! of the Maurya period. Such polished potery 
in supposed to have been found at Ramnagar (ancient Ahichchhatr in Bareilly district alo А very 
beautiful handled jug (No. 938 184. B.D.L.] (measuring 538 in Dis. 7 in Hi) jun Ше a гім 
‘one of modern days is also а very interesting find of this stratum (PL. XXVII. (b. 1, XXIX. 37] 
Other pottery objects for domestic purposes comprise сі dabes of curved rim of grey colour 
(ба. 11°10", Ни. 209). [PL XXIX. 33] or of playing ribbed rim of black colour (Din. 14:05 
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07 in height) (PL. ХХХ. 651 
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rallel lines in the lower part of the body (Ds. 50 
ditum (Р. XXIX. 34, PL ХХУШЫН) to mention o few speomens discovered in th 





22 теа ақ dme ot e much. UE from the days of the prehistoric period + 

to the present day. Bat some types have totally changed. Неге we аге concerned with the 
O Tee almost the same ав 
those found in the fifth, with the only difference that evidence of polished black pottery is very rare in 
the fourth stratum. Application of red slip over the burnt red pot is found in this siratum also. The 
fourth stratum is marked by occurrence of grey pottery аз well. Specimens of grey pottery are found in 
ater age, Le., in upper strata also at Bangarh, but they differ from the earlier ones in so far as they 
show a very light blackish slip at least in some parts of their body, The pottery objects of this stratum 

of medium vases with round bottom and a rib near the shoulder and a projecting rim at the top 
(No. 1133. Dia. 8°, Ht, 9) [PL. XXVIII. 12), vase with round body and curved neck (No, 1125, Die 
4.70" Hi. 4.607 [PL. XXIX. 19], round vase with wide Range’ (Хо. 1344. Dia. 7.28", Ht. 3.60") [PL. 
ХХІХ, 26], vase or tumbler with convex bottom and slightly curved neck and incised parallel lines near 
the shoulder and base (No. 1060, Dia. 4.90", Ht. 4.80" from 8.91 ft. B.D.L., [PL. ХХІХ. 23], and 
tumbler with long neck (No. 1149, Dia. 5.60", Ht. 5.62", level 8°93 ft. B.D.L.) [PL. XXIX. 22]. For 
storage purpose the squat vessel with wide mouth (No. 1099, Dia. 9.20" and НІ. 6.52"), was probably used 
[PL. XXVII. 13). The people of this period used dishes with splaying rim (No. 1137, Dia, 11.45", 
Ht. 190" ) [PL. XXVIII 15] and curved rim (No. 1517, after reconstruction Dia. 13.18", Ht. 1.63") [PL. 
XXVIII 16], (No. 707. Dia. 8°0", Нь "89.2 ІРІ. XXIX. 30) and cups (No. 1037, Dia. 5.50", Ht, 1.80"), 
like modern ones, Of the saucers Nos. 1069 (Dia. 6.707, Ни. 2.55") [PL. XXIX. 25], 1218 (Dia, 4907, 
Ht. 2,80") and 1134(Dia. 5.05”, Ht. 1 07. PL. XXIX. 32) are the typical examples. The narrow mouthed 
vases with bulging belly (No. 1677, Dia. 6.757, Ни, 6.257. (PL. XXVIII. 14] (and No, 1207, Dia, 4,407, 
Hi. 4,30) ме also very interesting specimens. Miniature pottery of various types was also used at 
Чив time. No. 1246 (Dia, 2.35" Ht. 2.507) [PL ХХХ. 55] may rightly be compared with No. 1149 
(PL. XXIX. 227 in so far as the shape is concerned. Some of the bigger specimens have got their proto 
types in miniature pottery (CJ. 1470, PL. XXX. 54 with 1099—РІ. XXVIII. 13 and 1524 PL. XXX. 
59 with 1975, PL. XXIX, 20, ete. J. The inhabitants of ancient Bangarh (Kotivaraha) also used. pottery 
crucible for melting metals for their jewellery (Cf. No. 1531, Dia. 2:90", Ht. 3.60", PL, XXIX. 271, 
Making oí pottery vase of red colour and very thin fabric was also a remarkable achievement of thia period. 
C]. No. 1108 alter reconstruction Dia, 3.33”, Ht. 242", PL. ХХХ. 53). А miniature squat cup with 
straight sides | No. 1241, Dia. 3.0%, Ht. 247, PL. XXX. 52] is also an interesting find. 





Stratum ШІ 


Let us now come to the third stratum and. examine the types of pottery used by the people 
connected with this layer, kind of round bottomed vase with curved rim is a very common type in this 
stratum |С). Nos, 1132 (Dia, 627. Не 375. PL. XXIX. 17), 1352 (Dia. 4107, Ни. 4.30", 
PL. XXVIII. 11) and 1156 (Dia. 4,457, Ht. 4.23, PL. XXVIII 9)]. These vases may be compared 
with No, 1125 (PL. XXIX. 19 of the 4th stratum. Pottery vase with bulging belly 
beating incised lines and curved neck was also made for domestic uses (No. 1259, Dia. 7.20° Ht. 
3.80", PL. XXVIII. 6). The third stratum is also remarkable for spouted juga (No, 1331, Dia. 6,55" 
Hh. 6.11%. PL. XXVII, 6) and No. 1616, (Din. 87, Hi. 6.37, PL. ХХІХ. 18) cooking pot with 
? CJ sem e (бй ч б» d atm PL XXVI 
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curved neck and round bottom (No. 723, Dia. 10.257, Hi. 5.0”, PL. XXVIII, 10), water jug with long. 
neck and narrow mouth (No. 1131, Dia. 6.70”, Ht. В 70°, PL. XXVIII, 7), squat saucers with wide 
mouth (No. 1257, Dia. 8.90", На. 3.30°, PL. XXVIIL 4) and feeding cup with a spout (No. 1550, 

length 3.10", He. 1,40%, PL, XXVII, 5). Of the small and miniature pottery, a number of varieties haw 
been unearthed from Bangarh. Of these, round bottomed vases (No. 1325, Dia, 3.30", Hi, 2.90", PL. 

XXX. 50 and Но. 1135, Dia. 220°, Ht. 2.2, PL. XXX, 51), squat cups with straight sides 

(No. 1243, Dia. 3.30", He 2.75%, PL. ХХХ, 46), squat vases with wide mouth "mosh and grooved | 
body (No. 341, Dia. 2.66", Ht, 1.90", PL. XXX. 46), and with а rib on the belly (No. 326, 
3.20", Ht. 2.80", PL. XXX, 45) and lids of various types (No. 1296, Dia. 3. 

ХХХ. 49: No. 1340, Dia, 3.85", Ht. 1.507, PL, XXX. 43 and No, 1224, Dia. 295", НЕ 
ХХХ. 47) are noteworthy. А pottery object with wide sides and narrow hollow interior (No. 1148, 
2.80", Ht. 3.19”, PL: ХХХ, 44) in ао an interesting find. lt was probably a stand or damaru 
(musical instrument). 


Stratum I 














The second statum ol Banzarh presents us with ponere of comparatively large size. Clomal | | 


stratum, а cooking pan (No. 161, Din, 11.25”, Ht. 3.457, after reconstruction, PL. XXVIII, 2) and 
a squat vase with bulging belly (Мо. 181, Dia, 2.24”, Hi. 1.87, PL. XXVIII, 3) may be mentioned. 
here. Of the miniature potery а grey vase (No. 241, Dia. 1.87". Ht. 2,00", PL. XXX, 40) with 
marks of black colour on the surface and another squat vase with narrow mouth (No. 1403, Dia, 2.35", 
Ни, 2.85", PL. XXX, 41) ме very interesting. 


‚Stratum 1 


On the frat stratum the antiquities are very rate. Very small fragmenisof glazed or enamelled 
‘pottery were found copiously in major part of the mound, This kind of pottery was abundantly used 
during the Muslim rule. Hence the first stratum is supposed to be associated with the Muslim period 
"The peculiarities of this kind of pottery are that they show well burnt red colour inside the enamel coating 





‘which is in some cases blue and in some cases green. А cup (No. 17, Din. 45, Hi. 5.30" after 
‘reconstruction, PL, XXVIII, 1) is an interesting specimen ol enamelled pottery 
Bricks 
Bricks generally play а very important part in determing the age of the buildings 


E mU ILU, m iy e isis ha na 
"уйе made in this country. Hence some prevalent sizes of tricks used at Bangath for the 
construction ofthe buildings in successive stages are sven below 

The structures of the first stratum were, ss 1 have already remarked, built of brick bats 
өмі bricka collected from the ruins of the eser buildings: hence the materiais used for the 
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wrudures of thin period are very soapy 
the usual sizes of the bricks of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th strato only are given here 一 


Second stratum. Third stratum Fourth stratum. 
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томе. Onjects 


Bangarh was once very rich in stone objects of architectural and sculptural interest, 
Ви vandalism and private collections have robbed the site of ancient stone antiquities. The 
stone images and architectural pieces wid to have been collected from Bangarh are mainly the 
production ol the palmy days of the Pala period. Bengal could claim to have built an 
empire under the Pala kings who gave their liberal patronage to the all round development of 
the province including its art and architecture. Consequenily the Bengal school of sculpture 
made its mark as a dienen entity in this period. Bengal being mainly alluvial, has practically 
по stone resources suitable for plastic ar and sone had to be brought from ће Rajmahal 
hills by water way. This was made posible for the patronage ol the rulers and the flourishing 
condition of the country under them, The names Pathorghatd and Patharpunja, ete, bear testimony. 
to this statement. For the scarcity of stone, Bengal from a very early time tried to give expression 
io her plastic art in clay and terracotta which iw splendidly demonstrated ot Paharpur, 
and Bangarh also. 

"The few stone antiquities which have been dog out at Bangarh are generally the finde 
of the Pala period with the exception ol one or two which might go to the Gupta age. Some architec- 
tural pieces, е. g., an amalaka (crowning stone). a crocodile shaped gargoyle of grey sand stone and a 
decorated stone door-jamb latterly used as a door-sill [PL. XIV (a)] etc., are some of the interesting. 
specimens discovered of the Pala period. 
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А very interesting discovery (No. 1707) was made іп Tr. 9 from a depth of 16558 ft. (8.01.1 
ie., more than 3 ft, below the одар of the sealing (No. 1543) сі the Sunga period. It in а yellowish 
flint celi 2797 long, 197 broad and 0'8 thick ІРІ. XXXII (а)9). This сей appears to be a production. 
ol the neolihie period. But this solitary and stray find of the prehistoric type was probably inherited ог 
‘owned by some person of this place during the historic period and somehow subsequently found its 
way into the debris. This specimen being divorced from any other associated object of the prehistoric 
period should be very cautiously dealt with before attributing it 10 a hoary past. | may be compared 


‘vith the neolithic celts found by Sir John Marshall in his excavations at Bhia (Di. Allahabad]. 
(А SR. 1911-12, PL XXXII. 





‘Wher STONES 


A lew specimens of whet stones (Nos 1845 & 2023) have been found here from diferent 
levels. Of these No. 1846 (8:6” long and 37 broad) has come up from a depth of 8:28 (B.D.L. in Tr. 3 
and the other No. 2023 ( long and 2° brand) from the level 3536 (ВОА.) in Tr. 5. These 
objects were used for sharpening the іі of iron ete. The socket made for sharpening the implemento 
ia very prominent in both the above stones 


Ivony Osjects 
А miniature ivory stick (No. 1019) with carved decoration 
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Bone Овдсть 


А number of bone avls has been recorded from different treaches and levels, They were 
probably used for making hole in leather or linen objects. Most of them come from Tr. 5, ІРІ, XXXIII. 


(6)8,9, 11, 12]. Details about them are given below 


Locus 





^A object (No. 822) of alloy (bell metal) with a ring at one end was discovered in Tr. 5 at 
a depth of nearly 13 ft. (B. D. L). This thing was meant for suspending and was most likely а 
plumbing bob (РІ, XXXIII (Ы 1]. 


Incısep MEDALLIONS: 


A few flat circular black terracotta medallions with incised designs were recovered from 
comparatively low levels. One of the objects ІРІ. ХХХИ (a) 1] seems to bear the design of a half 
bloomed lotus and the other ІРІ. XXXII (a) 8] that of a jar with ornamentation. 
Fewmenwry | crucible: 


earthenware = 
А crucible (No. 1531) made of clay (the fragment measuring 3:55" in length and 279 in 
diameter) with pointed bottom was brought out from a depth of 126 6. (B. D. LJ. 


CHAPTER V 
Résumé 


In the foregoing pages it has been seen that the trial diggings for some time in four successive 
winters from 1937-38 10 1940-41 at Bangach have revealed some interesting evidences of the po 
"history of this part of Bengal. The spade laid bare at a spot in T 5 (wbich was selected for trial caca 
vation) five regular strata of brick structures with objects associated with each of the strata. [PI ХУ! 
"The earliest of them might be ascribed to the Maurya or carly Sunva period. Тһе evidence of Ihe 
ембей or the 5th siratum so far exposed is а ring well (din. 29) built of pottery rings of 25 
in diameter, Bi" in height and j^ im thickness at a depth of 2007 from the datum line. The well 
‘was cleared upto the water level or about 6 ft. below its top (or 27 ft below the datum line) The 
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MISCELLANEOUS Objects 


А very interesting discovery (No. 1707) was made in Tr. 9 from a depth of 1658 ft, (8.04) 
ies more than 3 fr. below the бодро of the sealing (No. 1543) of the Sunga period. lt is а yellowish 
flint cek 259" long, 19 broad and 0787 thick ІРІ. XXXII (a)9]. This сей appears to be a. production 
ofthe neolithic period. Bor this solitary and siray find of the prehistoric type was probably inherited ot 
owned by some person of this place during the historic period and somehow subsequently found its 
way into the debris. This specimen being divorced from any other associated object of the prehistoric 
period should be very cautiously dealt with before attributing it to а hoary past, It may be compared 
with the neolithic сећа found by Sir John Marshall in his excavations at Bhita (Dt. Allahabad). 
(ASR, 1911-12, PI, ХХХ). 


Wnet Stoves 


A few specimens of whet stones (Nos 1845 & 2023) have been found here from different 
levels. Of these No. 1846 (867 long and 3° Vel hn cone op fnm neh 0720 BDL) ia ToS 5 
and the other No. 2023 137 long and 27 broad) from the level 3536 (B.D.L.) in Tr. 5. These 
objects were used for sharpening the tools of iron etc. үтик эй мнења EU aad 


is very prominent in both the above stones. 
Ivory Objects 
А miniature ivory stick (No. 1019) with carved decoration is an object of the Pala period 
(244 stratum) [PI XXXIII (b) 10]. хэр айн пати o ES 


Ivory Comb Мо. 792. This is fragmentary condition. | 
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RESUME 33 
Boxe Овјесте 


А number of bone awls has been recorded from diferent trenches and levels. They were 
probably used for making hole in leather or linen objects. Most of them come from Tr. 5, [РІ. XXXIII. 
(b) 8, 9, 11, 12]. Details about them are given below 





Nos. Locus 

1576 „вр. | 
ХИ (8. D.L) 2 
2046 

2047 ы; 
2048 hi 
109 " 
2105 я 
2110 2 
2118 ^ 
2122 б “ 





Ап object (No. 822) of alloy (bell metal) with а ring at one end was discovered in Tr. 5 at 
a depth of nearly 13 ft. (B. D. L.). This thing was meant for suspending and was mom likely a 
plumbing bob ІРІ. XXXIII (b) 1). 


jsasEp MEDALLIONS 


А few flat circular black terracotta medallions with incised designs were recovered from 
comparatively low levels. One of the objects ІРІ. XXXIII (a) 1] seems to bear the design of a half 
bloomed lotus and the other (PI. XXXII (a) 8] that of a jar with ornamentation. 

Fragmentary earthenware crucible 一 

А crucible (No. 1531) made of clay (ће fragment measuring 3°55° in length and 275° in 

diameter) with pointed bottom wos brought out from a depth of 12°66 ft. (B. D. L.). 


CHAPTER V 
Résumé 


In the foregoing pages it has been seen that tbe trial diggings for some time in four successive 
winters from 1937-38 to 1940-41 at Bangarh have revealed some interesting evidences of the past 
Баку of this part of Bengal. The spade laid bare at a spot in Tr. 5 (which was selected for trial ска 
ation) five regular strata of brick structures with objects associated wih each of the stata, ІРІ. NViall 
The earliest of them might be ascribed to the Maurya or early Sunga period. Тһе evidence of 
‘earliest or the 5th stratum so far exposed й а ring well (sia built of pottery rings of 
in diameter, Bj in height and j^ in thickness ara depth of 20” from the datum line. The well 
was cleared upto the water level or about 6 ft. below its op (ж 27 ft below the datum in). The 
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was in possestion of the Maurya kings, it is nol unreasonable to suppose that Kotivaraha or modern 
Bangarh also came under their administration. The art of Bangarh of that period proves beyond 
doubt a well-established state of the society, The polished black pottery of this period reached 
a high water mark in the history of pottery in India. The pottery consisted of dish, bowl, cup, jug, 
pan, jar and vase, etc. ІРІ. XXVII $}XXX]. But together with such artistic products from the hands 
‘of master craftsmen ordinary wares such as crude female figurines (Pl. XXI (0) 2, 3, 5,7) were will 
produced which may perhaps be termed according to Dr. Stella Kramrisch "the timeless variety. " 

The Main Mound of Bangath i» surrounded by ditch, and earth dug out of the ditch 
very probably used (or building mud rampart walls at the beginning, "That the city passed through 
various ups and downs is proved by successive changes and repairs noticeable in the recently excavated 
rampart wall. The wall near the present entrance 10 the mound from the road of the District Board 
han been exposed up to a very low level. This wall which has been exposed to the depth of 16.8 ft. 
from the datum line shows bricks of diferent sizes м different levels perhaps atibutable to. different 
periods, The wall, if dug upto a lower level, may show its predecessor probably an earthen wall or else 
the latter may form the solid core of the brick wall. Usually the beginnings of a city are modest 
and humble, and gradually из офа extends and prosperity increases with the growth and develop- 
ment of trade and communications, The fourth stratum of Bangath shows distinct signs of the 
prosperous condition сі the town. The city had by then а brick built wide rampart wall (1087 
wide). h had drains, cess-pits and residential buildings, made of burnt bricks of а very large 
size. We have got wells of the 2nd, 3ed and Sth sima and it may be assumed that more extended 
excavation is likely 10 lay bare wells of the 4th stratum or Sunga period as well. So far as the archive 
ture of the ancient city of Kotivarahe is concerned, the fourth stratum shows that the walls of the 
residential buildings as well as the семеросі were made of single course of bricks (16)"—18" x9)" — 
T7217) (Tr. 5.) [PL ХУ (all. The drains were also built of bricks ordinarily of the same 
size (Tr. 5 and Tr. 5) ІРІ. XVII (а). The structures of this age ше more finely built than 
those of the third stratum where the walle ate very thin and poorly built. In the third 
stratum (Tr. 8) we come across buildings of very extensive measurements, with 11 inches 
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houses in Tr. 5, nS MALI. 8. Tie osa oa a T Ti 
of the Jrd stratum is very nice. It is roughly like the shape of а basket at the top and gradually i 
into а rectangular hollow at the bottom. This structure does not go upto the water level іш 

itself to be a well nar does it show any outlet from й. Sou may be suggested that it was a 
a kunda probably used for depositing the used flowers cic., of the worship. Such lindas ме 

«ven today in famous temples in Bengal and elsewhere to be used fr the same purpose. That hie 
мез was the place of worship in the later age is proved by the Бай of the terracotta figure of C 
(PL. XX (1)] and the discovery of the foundation of а building which looks like a temple (Tr. 8) ol the 
Pal period (PI. XVI (a), B The fact that Bamgarh was famous lor prosperous temples te as quod 
by the poet Sandhayakar Nandi also in the Ramacharita! has been referred to elsewhere in this report. | 

"The rooms of the houses of this stratum are generally very small зо. much Ee 
them could hardly have been used for dwelling purposes and might serve the purpose of the ces pit 
ew. Another remarkable feature of this stratum is that the structures of this stratum ме generally 
associated with a good number of tiles, of which some are found with а groove and two holes for 
fastening by means of nails ог a cord and some with ridge in the middle. These ies were used 
for covering the roof of the houses which used to stand on thin and small walls. The small rooms 
of sialon ve зме as stores, kitchen and in some cases (e.g. in Tr. 8) residential 
quarters also, The buildings of this stratum can be supposed to belong to the Gupta age in consideration 
of the ностей обе, The structural evidence өс lar discovered. does па vouch for high dam 
architecture at thin time in these paris of the site. So far as the construction is concerned the 
buildings of the fourth and the second strata are far superior 10 those of the frst and the third. 
Mud was used for mortar in the structures of the fourth and second strata. The same material 

‘of the structures of the third stratum but evidence of lime and surki 
(concrete) із met with in the foor of some buildings of this stratum. The buildings of the first or 
‘uppermost stratum are very badly damaged and it cannot be definitely said as to what exactly was the 
composition of the mortar, But it may be supposed sd the buildings of this period might have had lime 
and ший ete. for mortar, 

The buildings of the 2nd stratum or the Pala period had a definite plan in so far as 
they have revealed themselves im course of excavation. The structures of this period comprive 
іп rampaıt walls, compound walls, residential quarters, temples with ambulstory path and ie 
enclosing walls, damp-proof granaries, bath-rooms, plaform. ramp, drain and ring well ек. The 
size and shape of the bricks vary according to mature of works. For instance, wedge-shaped brio 

‘were used in the ring well, while В} "х8 2^ bricks were required for the construction of the 
Verde anda in Tr- 5. The bricks of the ramp, platform and bathroom were also different 
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which very likely formed а part of the cornice сылы ады actin in Tr. 8 
That during the Pala period Bangarh was very rich im lithic art may be proved by the innumerable 
cbjects of art preserved at the house of the Maharaja of Dinajpur and elsewhere. 
Bangarh was not only famous for plastic art in stone but was equally noted for the 
same in terracotta also. Bengal is particularly poor in stone, hence the plastic representation of 
this province tried to find out some other channel to give expression lo ber art and architecture, etc. 
Consequently Bengal artists took recourse to clay for giving form to their artistic impulses. This 
material was utilised for the full manifestation in the fields of art and architecture alike, The thousands 
a plaques unearthed at Paharpur are the vivid examples of the plastic art of Bengal 
during the Pala period Similar enthusiasm was shown in architecture also. Bricks were made 
in such a way as 10 be shapedi nto, or to form part of flower, foliage, bird, animal or human figures 
or some other designs. The antiquities from Bangarh present a good collection of diferent 
bricks used for the buildings of the (second stratum or) Pala period. Some of the motifs 
lotus. demil, line-and-wave, lotus petals, creeper. lozenge-and-square, stepped- 
and-Icaf. design with а swan in the middle with the head of a demon in the centre, 
ien with parrot 's bead in the middle with lower part of a human figure, upper part (head) 
1 ob a lion, bricks forming parts of the figure of a lion as also one shaped into an 
elcphant probably meant for a bracket, part of human face and various other motifs (Pl. XXVI (а) (Ь)]. 
Those decorative bricks were essentially meant for the cornice, brackets and mouldings of the buildings. 
Terracotta plaques of the Paharpur type were also probably used for the decoration of the façade 
ol the walls. Ви ther number is very limited at Bangarh. So far as the plastic art îs concemed 
the ancient people of Bangath made terracota figures and small plaques for religious worship and 
toys dor children, They made mother goddess with highly decorative ornaments in plaques ІРІ. ХІХ 
(а lb): XXI) 1-3, 5-6] and also a crude variety im round ІРІ. ХХІ (a) 2, 3, 5.7], Bull 
or май жы also probably а сай object, Small plaques containing gues of bull (PI. XXI a) 
1,2, 6) and an uninseribed sealing with the figure of a running bull [PL XXIV (b) 6] and an 
inscribed sealing (No: 1935) with a taurine symbol testify to this statement. That Buddhism also 
had some influence over the people of this place may be found in the expressions Bhutarakhitasa (Pl. 
XXIV Љу 3] sod chhalagahasa famana wilalasa ІРІ. XXIV (b) 4] inscribed in the sealings (No = 1543 
әм No: 2070, respectively). The former is a name seen in one of the Buddhist donors mentioned at the 
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Вий railings and ihe later is called a Samana (iramana) which îs а term for the Buddhist monk. 
Are the bull and taurine (nandipada) the representative symbols of Jainism? During the Pala period 
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‘one ol the iconic representations was, of course, Gane (No: 1287) ІРІ. ХХ (1. We have nat yet 
come across any other antiquity here which can be identibed with any iconic igure. The other 
tations ме found either in relief or in the round. Of the former variety female figure or mother |, 
goddess or Yakahi forms the majority. In this class, two varieties are noticeable—one bears the charac 
istics of the Sunga terracottas found elsewhere in India and the other shows peculiarities and techni 
of the Kushan period inasmuch as one of them bears a female figure wiih nim ۳ 





main mound show characteristics of the Kushan period [PLXXI (b)4] but no building is found associated. 
‘with them as yet. Future excavation may reveal whether hese are stray finds or there were regular | 
‘urban settlements in this part of the country at thor time ав well. - 

Of the round type, some belong to the Ist century В. C. and 14 century А. D., while there 
м< some which can өрі be ascribed to the Gupta age though their numbers limited, Some of em |, 
‘show the characteristics of that age in style as well as in technique. А fragment сі ап arm, hollow 
inside, showing black colour and burnt husks inside was discovered ia course of digging in Tr, 5, Such — 
technique is found in some other fragmentary figures also. 

1 have already stated that of the filth stratum very few antiquities except the ring-well has 
been found up till now. So a description of a Ме in that age will be out of place at this stage for 
obvious reasons, We can make an attempt to give a picture of Ме in successive sages on the banis 
of ош study of the antiquities found at Bongarh and detailed elsewhere in this r pot 

The people of ће fourth stratum or Sunga period used to build brick houses for their dwelling 
purpose and pucca drains for letting out water and cess pit for the depom ol dirty water. Water was 
probably supplied from the river Punacbbava and well also was perhaps provided for at places 

The staple food of the people of this place, in all probability, was rice, The malen used the 
‚dhoti, scarf, and turban while the females used tunic, scarp and skirt. As regards ormamentn, the faite 
sex was in the habit of using beads of various stones (oie, carnelian, milky quanz, асаду, 
amethyst, jasper, agate, jade and blood stone, eic.) |PLXXXLXXXI beudes terracotta which 
‘was generally used by the poorer people; bangles of shell, glass, paste and terracotta, anklet and 
strands of girdles of jewels are also some of the other ornaments. Head gear and sound pendant or 
tafanka chakra * for the ear and rosette-shaped pendant for the central place of the necklace were 
in vogue. Round ear-ring was used by male members of the society. ' Evidence of any other o 
being used by the males is not i . 
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4 was ¡cn a large scale as is evident from the fd of numerous leracolla 
spindle whorls t may also be supposed that the diaphanous dress weed to be worn by the rich and 
aristocratic people. 





Bullock cart was used for the purpose of transport and conveyance [PI ХХХ 19 
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concemed, the ordinary people appear to have worshipped a kind 


terracotta are some of there objects 
т The ап» and стай» particularly flourished in the age of the fourth stratum, The evidence of 
коймай} сай reaching a very high level of fineness and skilfulaess is manifest from the gold 
pendant. The potter also contributed his hare of efficiency in making pottery of fine fabric and finish- 
ing it wilh the шому black polish (Pl XXX (00). Other cheaper varieties of pouery and colessal 
jets with, thicker fabric aho used to bs made along with the black pouery. The terracotta art which 
has found Bengal 9» favourite home since the dawn of civilisation in this soil, reached the high water 
mas Numerous plaques and images, etc. recovered in cours ol digging are sufficient to bear evidence 


to thie statement 






were made of iron ІРІ. XXV bl]. 

the shape ol torpedoes were probably used at times for the defence of the city (PI. XXIII 6) 16]. А 
huge number of ihis object has been found heaped up from a high level down to а very low спе at a 
place near the rampart or city wall. И may be that сөс of the ciy'e Чате posts Бу da this sides 

From the Sunga period the city gradually passed through the Kushan to the Gupta period. 
Арал from a few terracotta cbyecta no other thing of that period can yet be traced at Bangarh. At 
last no regular structure can yet be ascribed to that age. The next ot the higher or third stratum inay 
be меце по the Gupta period which з manifest from the find of verracotta and other objects in 
amocianion with it, The peculiarity of the buildings of this level is that the houses were built of thin 
walls with tools of tiles, Another clam of massive structure of this period wes found in Tr. 


‘But thor was probably meant [ог some other purpose. Ordinarily the thin rickety variety was more 
general use, The specal amociated objects d this stratum eg 
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made for the decoration ol the walls and façades of the temples and important buildings of the Pala 
period. Paharpur shows endless varieties of designs n terracotta. Evidences of this art are also forthe | 

ing ín a copious number from other parts of Bengal. Instances of this kind are available at 
Bangarh also. Bricks containing or shaped into various decorative designs have been recovered in a 
large number from the Pala level ІРІ. XXVI ta), (b)]. These were mainly er 
architectura.. That иис wes чий! for making iconic figure alo й кешіге fct thy fed ok 










Evidence ol pottery is very meagre м llis age. Because, natural andl human agencies 
played havoc with them, But from what has still remained, we notice that colossal or storage 3 
was one of the popular objects of that time. "The decorative digi capota ХИЛЧИН 
incised in this period also. The incised тылу m ee ка И i E 
to this statement (PI. XXII (Ы) 2). Now the terracotta toys show a phase сі decadence 10 some 


Then we pass onto the first or uppermost stratum which will synchronise with the Muslim. 
period Of ihi period, evidences are very few. Being at the top, they have suffered more than anything 
ehe. But almost the whole surface except the south western рап is strewn over with glazed pottery 
of blue and green colour. They consist of dish, saucer, tumbler, cup, vase ond miniature pottery, etc. 
These objects were very well burnt and show a very good red colour below the enamel coating. 
During the early part of the Muslim period also Bangarh did not lose all her importance ax may be seen 
from а variety of beautiful pottery objects, but gradually and slowly she was moving towards decay and 
finally became the abode of the wild beasts and ferocious animals. The once prosperous city of 
Kotivarsha—the pride of Bengal had to remain unknown and buried for a long time till recently when 
the pick and the apade under the auspices of the Calcutta University for four seasons have brought only 
a fringe of her past о оаа Much yet remains to be done to unfold 
‚the story of her unrecorded eventful 
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